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PHOTO CREDITS

Pictures used

in this

year's annual report

were submitted by

tlie

following:

Susan Massin

pages

52,58,59,61,68,76,91

Fitzwilliam Historic Society

pages

74,86,99

Paula Thompson

page

70,95

Kathy Stark

page

78,93,98

The Granite Industry

in Fitzwilliam

We

are highlighting the importance of the granite industry for Fitzwilliam this
year with the cover of the Annual Report and the following excerpts from
"Fitzwilliam - The Profile of a New Hampshire Town 1884 - 1984" researched
and written by the Town History Committee.
"For 100 years or more, and especially between the years 1850 and 1920,
granite quarrying became one of southern New Hampshire's most active and
prosperous industries. Much of the country's finest granite came from

New

Hampshire. Fitzwilliam granite has a uniformity of color, an
of texture, and a freedom from seams of a lighter or
darker shade, which make it highly valuable for building and monument
purposes. Also, the lack of iron oxide in Fitzwilliam granite prevents the ugly
stains, which usually occur after several years in granite from other sources.
When polished, it is almost as white as marble and much more durable.
Fitzwilliam,

evenness and firmness

Serious quarrying on a large scale began with the coming of the railroad in
1848, making it possible to draw stone-laden flatcars of rough granite to the
large cities of the east and Midwest, where it was finished into construction
material for the massive buildings then in demand.

There were a number of quarries in Fitzwilliam including Reed Quarry, Victoria
White Quarry, Angler Quarry, Blodgett Quarry, and Webb Quarry. As early as
1885, 5,750 tons of granite was being shipped from these Fitzwilliam quarries.
A year later the figure was 7,080 tons. During this period, and until World War
with the influx of 400 or more men to supply skilled labor for the quarries, the
I,

population of Fitzwilliam increased to

more than

1

,300.

The men who worked the

quarries were organized as the Fitzwilliam Branch of
the Granite Cutters' International Association and had contracts with the Granite
Manufacturers of Fitzwilliam. Terms of their contracts from 1900 to 1908 were:
Eight hours a day's work, six days a week
Minimum wage for granite cutters, $2.80 a day
Minimum wage per hour, 35 cents

One

hour allowed

Any

cutter required to

for

dinner

go from the shed to the quarries to cut
stone shall be paid 25 cents a day extra
Double pay on holidays and no cutter allowed to work Labor
Day"

Although the remnants of this once flourishing industry of the early 1900's are
overgrown with brush and left neglected as a memory of the past, there are

many monuments to the quarrying industry, most notably the Civil War
monument in the Village Common, tall stone posts marking the boundaries of
pillars at the entrance to the Cathedral of the Pines in
Rindge, the stone arch inside the museum building and the granite cross on the
altar in the pine grove (the Cathedral of the Pines granite pieces were carved by
Philip Yon, the last stonecutter in Fitzwilliam) and many other works appearing
in buildings and mausoleums across the country.

the town, the granite
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TOWN

OFFICERS

SELECTMEN AND ASSESSORS
Term expires 2008
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2010

Thomas Parker
Michael Methe

Carmen Yon

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
Paula W. Thompson

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Debbie Favreau

MODERATOR
Term

William N. Prigge

expires

2009

expires

2008

TOWN CLERK
Jane

Term

R. Wright

TAX COLLECTOR
Jane Wright

DEPUTY

TOWN CLERK

Heidi

Wood

DEPUTY TAX COLLECTOR
Denise Nolan

TREASURER
Term

Mary Tommila

expires 2010

BUDGET COMMIHEE
Brian Doerpholz (appointed)
Carl J. Hagstrom,

III,

Chairman

Leon Goodwin (appointed)
Winthrop Brown (resigned)
Winston Wright
Martin Nolan
Frank Bateman

TRUSTEES
Nick Noyes
June E. Parker
Curtis T. Hamilton

Term expires 2008
Term expires 2008
Term expires 2008
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2010
Term expires 2010

OF THE TRUST FUNDS
Term expires 2008
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2010

TRUSTEES OF THE LIBRARY
Barbara Green
Diane Schott

Term
Term

expires
expires

2008
2008

)

TOWN

OFFICERS

Cont.

(

Joanne Kesses

Term
Term
Term

Rita Nirenberg

Cathie Talbert

TRUSTEES

OF THE

2009
2010
expires 2010
expires

expires

ELLIOT INSTITUTE

Susan Massin
Macreay Landy

REPRESENTATIVES
Barbara H. Richardson

Term

2009

expires

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS
Winston Wright
Phyllis Peterson

Term expires 2009
Term expires 2009

SCHOOL BUDGET COMMIHEE MEMBERS
Thomas Parker

Term expires 2008
Term expires 2009

John Tommila

SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST
Wendy

O'Brien

Term expires 2008
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2010

Theresa Sillanpaa
Natasha Michaelson

COMMISSIONERS OF
PLANTE MEMORIAL PARK
Bruce Crowell
Gregory Mattson
Edwin Mattson

Term expires 2008
Term expires 2008
Term expires 2008

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Nancy Carney,

Term
Term

Director

Winston A. Wright

LIBRARIAN
Susan Massin

POLICE CHIEF
Wayne

Kassotis

expires
expires

2008
2009

)

TOWN

OFFICERS (Cont.

HIGHWAY AGENT
Gene Cuomo
FIRE

WARDS
Term
Term
Term

David Raitto (appointed)
William N. Prigge
Edwin O. Mattson,

Wendy Carney

Jr.

2008
2008
expires 2009
expires

expires

(deceased)

FIRE

CHIEF

William N. Prigge

CEMETERY COMMISSIONERS
Term expires 2008
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2010

Michael Grab

John Greer
Gregory Mattson

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
Mark Sweeney

LAND USE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Sandra

Gillis

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
John Ernst
Coni Porter (resigned)
Matt Buonomano (resigned)

Susan Wood (alternate)
Jane Roberts, Chairman
Gretchen Wittenberg, Vice Chair, Clerk
Steven Filipi
Catherine Davis (alternate)

Term expires 2008
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2010
Term expires 2010
Term expires 2010
Term expires 2010

PLANNING BOARD
Paul Grasewicz (alternate)
Raymond Russell (alternate)
Carlotta Lilback Pini, Vice Chairman

Diane Schott
Terry Silverman, Chairman
Robin Haynes
Suzanne Gray

Macreay Landy

Term
Term
Term
Term
Term
Term
Term
Term

2008
2008
expires 2008
expires 2008
expires 2009
expires 2009
expires 2010
expires 2010
expires
expires

)

TOWN OFFICERS

(Cont.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Paul Kotila
Cheryl Davis
Eleanor Vander Haegen (resigned)
Rosalind W. Slavic
Fred M. Slavic(alternate)

Barbara Green
Dorothy Zug
Robert Corrette
Daniel Bemis

HISTORIC DISTRICT

Term expires 2008
Term expires 2008
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2010
Term expires 2010
Term expires 2010

COMMISSION

Charlotte Guild

Chairman
Brian Luddy, Vice Chairman

John

Fitzwilliam,

Eileen

McHugh

Reuel Walling

Term expires 2008
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2009

RECREATION DIRECTOR
Kathleen Stark

RECREATION COMMISSION
Theresa Robbitts
William VanValkenberg
Victoria Zaroziniski

Matthew Governor(resigned)
Bruce Lafond
Carol Breault

Term expires 2008
Term expires 2008
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2009
Term expires 2009

Vachon, Clukay & Co., pc
Certified Public Accountants

45 Market Street
Manchester, New Hampshire 03101
(603) 622-7070
FAX: 622-1452

Board of Selectmen

Town of Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire

We have compiled the financial statements of the Town of Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire for the
year ended December 31, 2007 included in the accompanying Form F-65 (MS-5), in accordance with
Statements on Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued by the American Institute of
Certified Public Accountants.

Our compilation was limited to presenting in the form prescribed by the New Hampshire
Department of Revenue Administration, information that is the representation of Town Officials. We
have not audited or reviewed the financial statements referred to above and, accordingly; do not express
an opinion or any other form of assurance on them.

The

New

financial report,

Form F-65 (MS-5),

is

presented in accordance with the requirements of the

Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration which

generally accepted in the United Stated of America.

designed for those

who

differ fi-om accounting principles

Accordingly, these financial statements are not

are not informed about such differences.

'<^r^^/C
February

9,

2008
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FINANCIAL REPORT
For the Year 2007
RECEIPTS

FINANCIAL REPORT

-

CONTINUED

MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES
Sale of
Interest

Fines

&

Town

38,379

Property

on Investments

31 ,282

Forfeits

1

,004

Insurance Dividend/Reimbusmts

30

Contributions/Donations

Other Misc. Sources of

Revenue

8,540

TOTAL

$79,235

INTERFUND OPERATION TRANSFERS

IN

Transfer f/Special Revenue Fund
Transfer f/Trust

& Agency Funds

38,207

Transfer f/Capital Reserve Funds

46,119

TOTAL

$84,326

OTHER FINANCIAL SOURCES
Proceeds

-

General Obligation bonds (lease)

TOTAL

59,021

59,021

TOTAL REVENUE F/ALL SOURCES
FUND BALANCE F/JANUARY 1, 2007

$6,597,792

GRAND TOTAL

$7,546,709

$948,917

12

GENERAL FUND BALANCE SHEET
Beginning

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash & Equivalents
Investments

Taxes Receivable

Tax Liens Receivable
Accounts Receivable

Due from Other Governments
Due from Other Funds

TOTAL ASSETS

CURRENT

LIABILITIES

Warrants & Accounts Payable

Due

to

Other Governments

Due School
Due

to

District

Other Funds

Deferred Revenue

Notes Payable

TOTAL

LIABILITIES

2007 EXPENDITURES

EXPENDITURES

-

CONTINUED
Total Exp.

Equip/Land

Construct.

WELFARE
General Assistance

TOTAL
CULTURE & RECREATION

82,346

Library

Parks & Recreation
Patriotic

Purposes

Conservation Commission

TOTAL
DEBT SERVICE
Int.-

Tax

Principal
Int.

-

34,321

$34,321

47,954
1,456

739
$132,495

Anticipation Notes
-

Long Term Notes

Long Term Notes

TOTAL
OPERATING TRANSFERS OUT
Transfers: Capital Reserve

$0

$0

$0

2007 RECREATION REVOLVING

FUND

DETAILED EXPENDITURES

BEGINNING BALANCE
Income:

01/01/07

$4,646.86

STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATION
For the Tax Year 2007
PURPOSE OF

i

STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATION

PURPOSE OF

-

Continued

2007 SOURCES OF REVENUE
ACTUAL

SOURCES OF REVENUE

DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES
For the Year 2007
DescriDtion

DETAILED EXPENDITURES

-

Continued

ELECTION/ REG/ VITAL
General

Town

Clerk

Gross Wages

Wood,
PICA

Heidi

14,531.58

Liability

900.94

Medicare

210.69

Liability

Consultant Services

3,071 .00

Data Processing

140.70

Equipment Maint/Repair

232.20

General Supplies

176.29
95.00

Labor Contracted Services
Meeting/Conferences

369.00

Office Supplies

308.22
319.04

Postage
Printing/Forms

1,219.00

Profess. Assoc/Dues/Sub

219.69

Rentals/Leases

481 .20

Software/Upgrades

593.98

Special Projects

112.71

Telephone

501.31

Travel Expenses

Total General

Town

515.00
Clerk

$

23,997.55

$

2,450.76

Voter Registration

Gross Wages
Sillanpaa,

Theresa

300.00

Prigge, Williann

100.00

Wright, Winston

100.00

PICA

31.00

Liability

Medicare

7.25

Liability

Elected Officials

1,330.00

Advertising/Notices

173.25

Data Processing

138.60

Labor Contracted Services

95.00

Office Supplies

79.02

Postage

1

Software/Upgrades

.64

95.00

Total Voter Registration

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION
Audit Expense

$

Trust Punds fees

10,090.00
9,694.18

21

DETAILED EXPENDITURES

•

DETAILED EXPENDITURES
PICA

Liability

-

Continued

DETAILED EXPENDITURES
Books/Periodicals/Publications

-

Continued

DETAILED EXPENDITURES

-

DETAILED EXPENDITURES
POLICE DEPARTMENT

-

Continued

DETAILED EXPENDITURES
TOTAL POLICE DEPARTMENT

-

Continued
$

240,711.21

TOTAL AMBULANCE

$

19,456.08

Ambulance

$

1,400.00

AMBULANCE
Gross Wages
Bennett,

Shaun

42.00

Carney, Nancy

1

,433.50

56.00

Cloutier, Michele

Crowell, Bruce

28.00

Crowell, Karen

154.00

Cuomo, Maureen
Hall,

56.00

Warren

1,004.50

Haynes, Martha
Kelly,

168.00

819.00

Diana

Kennedy, Kevin

238.00

Koziara, Gregory

183.75

Lapinsky, Jeremy

154.00

Mattson, Gregory
Mattson,

61 .25

266.00

Jill

Mattson, Jodi

570.50

Mattson, Ed

159.25

28.00

Prigge, William
Redfield, Scott

99.75

Sweeney, Mark

70.00

Trask, Michael

14.00

Wright, Winston

PICA

399.00
372.34

Liability

Medicare

87.11

Liability

Diesel Fuel

1,133.70

Equipment Maint/Repair

1

Equipment Purchase

4,625.30

Medical Supplies

2,506.46

Rentals/Lease

,31

1

.50

71 .37

Telephone

215.93

Training

2,180.00

Vehicle Maint/Repair

947.87

Intercept

27

DETAILED EXPENDITURES
DEPARTMENT

-

Continued

FIRE

Gross Wages
Bennett.Shaun

873.25

Bosse, Brandon

728.00
241.50

Carney, Charlene
Carney, Nancy

3,816.00

Cloutier, Michele

196.00

Crowell, Bruce

656.25

Crowell, Karen

392.00

Crowell, Robert

607.25

Cuomo, Gene

190.75

Cuomo, Maureen

301 .00

502.25

Desruisseau, Chris
Hall,

Warren

1,704.50

Haynes, Martha

276.50

Hoiman, John

516.25

Keefe, Timothy

427.00

Diana

Kelly,

465.50

Kennedy, Kevin

672.00

Koziara, Gregory

Lapinsky,

563.50

.

Jeremy

780.50
7.00

Linkenhoker, Calvin
Mattson, Gregory

976.50

Mattson,

304.50

Jill

Mattson, Jodi

560.00

Mattson, Ed

997.00

Raymond

7.00

Prigge, William

1,369.75

Nye,

Raitto,

David

37.50

612.50

Redfield, Scott

Shoufler,

John

7.00

Sweeney, Mark

518.00

463.75

Trask, Michael
Wright, Winston

FICA

1,197.00
1,299.95

Liability

Medicare

304.00

Liability

Diesel

1,136.25

Equip.Maint/Repair

1,738.40

Equip. Purchase/Lease

1,211.55

General Supplies

1

28

,049.68

DETAILED EXPENDITURES

DETAILED EXPENDITURES

-

DETAILED EXPENDITURES

-

DETAILED EXPENDITURES
Telephone

-

Continued

DETAILED EXPENDITURES
PICA

Liability

-

Continued

DETAILED EXPENDITURES
Special Proqrams

-

Continued

DETAILED EXPENDITURES

-

DETAILED EXPENDITURES

DETAILED EXPENDITURES

-

Continued

PAYMENTS TO STATE NH
Copy Fees

Dog License Fees
Marriage License Fees
Vital

Records Fees

E-Reg

TOTAL PAID TO STATE NH

PAYMENTS TO COBRA

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

328.00
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
AS OF 12/31/07
VALUE

DESCRIPTION
Town

Hall,

1

219,433

760,234

& Equipment

490,870

Police/Fire Department,

Furniture

Land & Buildings

146,334

Land & Buildings

22,146

Furniture & Equipment

25,394

Pump House

29,400

Equipment

Highway Department, Land & Buildings

258,872
118,604

Equipment

Commons &

Cemetery, Land

626,449
144,826

& Equipment

Village Fire Station,

Parks,

,483,276

Land & Buildings

Furniture

Fire

($)

& Equipment

Furniture
Library,

Land & Buildings

&

115,000

Playgrounds

127,700

Building

10,000

Equipment
Trash Transfer Station

-

Land & Buildings

139,203

38,600

Tax Deeded Land

141,500

Conservation Property

TOTAL

4,897,841

41

CURRENT USE REPORT

SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
Value of Land
Value

$

Public

3,200,800

Utilities

TOTAL VALUATION BEFORE
EXEMPTIONS
Improvments
Blind

to Assist

Persons w/Disabilities

$

235,200,650

$

186,794
30,000

Exemption

Elderly

Exemption

Totally

& Permanently Disabled

1,050,200

250,000

Solar/windpower Exemption

2,950

TOTAL EXEMPTION ALLOWED
NET VALUATION ON WHICH MUNICIPAL,
COUNTY & LOCAL EDUCATION TAX RATE
IS CALCULATED

$

1,519,944

$

233,680,706

LESS PUBLIC UTILITIES

3,200,800

NET VALUATION WITHOUT UTILITIES
ON WHICH TAX RATE FOR
STATE EDUCATION TAX IS COMPUTED

UTILITY

New

$

230,479,906

SUMMARY

England Power Company

Public Service

91,858,100
140,141,750

of Buildings

Company

of N.H.

TOTAL

43

$

574,000

$

2,626,800

$

3,200,800

2007 TAX RATE

COMPUTATION

TOWN PORTION
Total

Less:

Town

Net

$2,131,001

Revenues

Less: Shared

Add:

TAX RATES

Appropriations

-1,002,721

Revenues

-9,101

Overlay

10,238

War Service Credits
Town Appropriations

99,500

$1,228,917

$4.49

SCHOOL PORTION
Net Local School Budget

$0

Regional School Apportionment

4,874,436

Less: Adequate Education Grant

-986,141

State Education Taxes

Approved School Tax

-568,761

$3,319,534

Effort

Local Education Tax Rate

$12.13

State Education Taxes
Equalized Valuation(no

utilities)

X

253,911,312
Divide by Local

$2.24

$568,761

Assessed Valuation

263,285,603
State Education Tax Rate

COUNTY PORTION
Amount Due

to

County

$2.16

2007 FITZWILUAM TAXES
Town

TAX RATE COMPARISON
2005

-

2006

-

2007

TOWN CLERK REPORT BY ACCOUNT
1/1/2007 to 12/31/07

Amount

Description

Certified

Copies

-

Local

Certified

Copies

-

State

$268.00
$524.00

Dog Licenses

$

Marriages Licenses

-

State

Marriages Licenses

-

Local

$570.00
$105.00

Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Motor Vehicle

$

$6,588.00

Pole Licenses
Filing

UCC

Filings

388,692.75
$1 ,31 8.00

Titles

Municipal Agent Fees

Town

3,473.00

$50.00

Fees

$2.00

$715.00

Wetlands

$20.00

E-Reg

$153.60

TOTAL

$402,479.35
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
FITZWILLIAM NH
For the Year Ending
Debits

Dec

UNCOLLECTED TAXES

31 2007
Levies of

Prior Levies

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
FITZWILLIAM NH

-

CONTINUED

2005 LEVY UNREDEEMED AS OF 12/31/2007

BALANCE DUE

NAME

3,892.09

AldsWorth, John H.

3,799.52

Austin, Timothy A.

Bateman, Christopher

E.

,604.09

1

378.75

Chimene, Kenneth
David

J.

18.19

Derby, Stanley

E

110.84

Cloutier,

Dicl<inson, Estate

Englander,
Erunski,

Thelma

988.51

J.

3,574.46

Irvin S.

Wayne

2,813.43

A.

.489.71

Gordon, Brian S.

1

Hammond,

3,1 11.13

Harford,

Earl F.

Mary

& Michael

J.

110.84

L

2,009.71

Holman, Kathleen
Keller,

John

Lafontaine,

254.11

J.

Ray & Kathleen

Niemela, Ralph

1

2.523.72

Parmenter, David

644.08

& Marlene

L Russell

1

998 Trust

1

Trueax, Bradley

& Sherry

1

& Kathleen

W.

,81

1

.45

172.04
1,037.17

Whipple, Frank D.
Whipple, Henry

,549.72

2,769.39

Robidoux, Craig & Lori
Russell, Donald

5.26

14,284.03

& Helen

Parks, Corey S.

Raymond

,21

Sr.

1

,473.15

51 ,635.39

Balance as of 1 2/31/2007
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2006 LEVY UNREDEEMED 12/31/2007
BALANCE DUE

NAME
Aldsworth, John H.

2.925.30

Austin, Timothy A.

4,077.80

6,321.07

Banknorth

Bateman, Christopher

E.

Berardi, Catherine N.

Bourgeois, Robert

Brown,

,660.04

1

,21

Wm & Wendy

5,032.90
1,187.43

E.

Tom w & Rosa

156.71

C.

388.82

Chimene, Kenneth
Curtis,

Roland

Jr.

& George

1

Kenneth & Sharon

Dickinson Estate, Thelma

Dunton,

James

Englander,
Ernuski,

& Dora

N.

2,057.24
J.

1,019.13

J.

1

,757.45

1

,847.82

Irvin S.

Wayne

Esper, Edward

2,882.48

A.

& Sharon

Goodchild, Susan

4,559.22

L.

2,822.14

& Bethany

4,068.94

Gordon, Brian S.
Guion, Arthur

Hammond,
Harford,

,162.89

113.38

Derby, Stanley E.
Dick,

4.06

156.53

J.

Bumbarger, Estelle
Chan,

1

Earl

Mary

1,539.24

& Michael

3,197.12

L

113.38

Holman, Kathleen

3,513.87

Hubbard, David

1

Huntoon, Mary E.

2,631 .45

Keller,

John

LaFontaine,

,655.58

565.82

J.

Ray A.& Kathy M.

1

,258.53

Marts Family Trust

3,620.85

McGarry, Sean

5,389.94

Mclntyre, Vincent

535.01

Monteverde, Anthony

314.01

Niemela, Ralph & Helen

17,097.07

Parks, Corey S.

2,599.65

Parmenter, David

Raymond

& Marlene

656.82

L Russell 1998 Trust

Robidoux, Craig

&

Lori

Russell, Donald

&

Sherry

2,608.09

Lyn

2,849.64
1

51

,866.54

LEVY UNREDEEMED - Continued
Ryan, Dana
Silvia,

1,457.76

485.71

Christopher A.

Trebino,

Tacey

1,108.12

E.

Trueax, Bradley & Kathleen

1,075.29

Whipple, Frank D.
Whipple,

Sr.,

1,198.14

Henry W.

1

Whitham, Wesley C.
Xarras,

James

,670.58

2,339.04
3,699.24

L.

Balance as of 12/31/07

110,457.84

Toddler and parent yoga at the
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library

2007 UNPAID LEVY

NAME

LEVY 2007 UNPAID - Continued
Kenneth A. & Sharon

Dick,

Dickinson Estate, Thelma

1

& Tammy

Donlon, David

3.00

2,951 .00

Raymond & BrendaLee

Donnelly,

,91

728.00

J.

2,644.00

Drew, Joseph & Michelle

3,574.00

Ted & Barbara

2,673.00

Dubinski,

James & Dora

Dunton,

1,191.00

2,136.00

Dunton, Lewis

Dyckman, Dennis

&

Erunski,

566.00

V.

Lois Kelly,

Wayne

2,583.00

A.

& Sharon

Esper, Edward

4,566.00

Fagen, Jon & Dena Shuffington
Fitz Carl

W.

& Mylyn

Jr.

724.00
960.00

T.

Florence, Peter

77.00

Foden, Marsha

722.00
895.00

Foden, Patricia

3,600.00

Ford, Lydia

Gatcomb, Joanna
Gilbert,

2,374.00

P.

Gerald & Ruth

Girard, Dennis

4,789.00

& James

214.00

Glickman, Edwin & Shirley

3,286.00

Glidden, Ruth E.

2,951.00

L

Goodchild, Susan

Goodnow, Richard

3,1

17.00

1

,935.00

Gordon, Brian S.

1

,689.00

Grab, Michael & Lola-Gene

3,021 .00

Gray, Gary E.

3,210.00

Grey, Helen Scovel

3,201 .89

Grier,

A.

Gordon G.

Guenther,

James

1,753.00

5,574.00

H.

Guion, Arthur C. & Bethany E.
Hale, Steven

Hammond,
Hartford,
Hill,

3,557.00

L.

Earl

Mary

1

& Michael

205.00

L.

Bruce & Susan, Nicole

Hjelm, Erik

,841 .00

2,272.00

2,01

& Rhonda

1

1

.00

,521 .00

4,102.00

Holman, Kathleen

783.00

Holmes, Edith

Holombo, Lee & Mirram

2,1

Howe, Cynthia

5,286.58
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93.00

LEVY 2007 UNPAID - Continued
Hoyland, Gustave & Susan

2,927.00

Hubbard, David H. & Nancy E.

3,054.00

Hull,

Randy

333.00

Jr.

Huntoon, Mary E.
Hurst, Patrick

2,567.00

& Kathleen

Hytonen, Marcus & Erica

2,499.00

3,686.00

L.

Jacques, Joanne M.

John

Keller,

2,536.08

855.00

J.

LaFontaine, Ray A.

& Kathy M.

749.00

& Ramona

Lord, Richard C.

415.00

MacLeod, Dean & Lisa

1

Madison, Gregory & Hannah Faatz

,

1

97.00

400.00

Marie E. O'Day Trust

167.00

Marts Family Trust

3,519.00

McGarry, Sean

5,324.00

Mclntyre, Vincent

Meattey, Darryl

&

1

220.00

Meattey, Jeffrey S.

Monteverde, Anthony & Roxanne
Mullett,

Nattila,

676.00

Dana L

Gary

Morin,

1,172.00
1,451.00

E. Jr.

Steven & Robyn

Nicl<erson,

1

& Helen

17,678.00

Oliver, Jr., Paul

3,943.00

&

Gonsalves

D.

3,615.00

Olsen, Kenneth & Darlene

Wendy
Steven M.

1

,000.00

1

,355.00

2,014.00

457.00

Parker, Scott

Parks, Corey S.

2,654.00

Parmenter, David

Patch

Jr.,

L.

& Marlene

1,150.00

Robert J & Merrilyn

Porter, Richard Jr.

Quesnel, Roger

Raymond

3.00

3,497.00

Nyhan, Bradford

Ouellette,

,61

Ronnie & Lorelei

Niennela, Ralph

Otto,

,220.00

448.00

Jeffrey

L.

&

&

3,249.00

Kris

1

,432.00

Harriet

2,947.00

Russell 1998 Trust

3,423.00

Rheault, Richard

1,626.00

497.00

Richards, Jolyn M.

Rigney, Myles

1,411.00

Robichaud, Rebecca

5,387.00
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LEVY 2007 UNPAID - Continued
&

Robidoux, Craig
Roy, Ryan

Lori

Lyn

1

& Sharon

&

Russell, Donald

,820.00

1,288.00

Sherry

9.00

1

,51

Ryan, Dana

1

,787.00

Sargent, Kathleen C.

1

,237.00

Sbarounis, Josef A.

1

,247.00

Silvia,

2,058.15

Christopher

Schofield, David

&

T.

Moccio

2,366.00

604.00

Shaw, Karen
Smith, Paul

& Kim

&

Stuckich, Dorothy
Stull,

432.00
331 .05

Shotwell, T.

Sonja & LeBlanc Richard

2,083.00

Swanson, Carl & Christine

4,1

Tolentino, Cynthia

Tacey

876.00

L.

2, 1 91 .00

E.

Trueax, Bradley

& Kathleen

Wells, Bruce

& Maria

Wells, Kevin

J.

& Susan

1

Sr.,

,228.00

1,113.00

909.00

J.

290.00

Wentzell, Richard

Whipple

.00

729.00

Tambolleo, Steven

Trebino,

1 1

635.00

Sweeney, Mark

Henry W.

Whipple Heirs

Whitcomb, Michael & Judith

1

,309.93

1

,033.00

481 .00

White, Robert

6,701 .00

Whitham, Wesley C.

2,065.00

Wilder,

Ann

315.00

H.

Winquist, Anthony

& Pat Governor

Wolf Greek Land Trust, Jason
Wolley, Steven

3,413.00

421 .00

Hill

& Donna

41

Wood, Jacqueline
Woolley, Kevin

&

Balance Due as of 12/31/2007

For the second

.00

2,001 .00

Cynthia

Property Taxes were not due

1

2,103.00

until

840,909.00

01/04/2008

billing tax.
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARY TREASURER

Balance on hand January

1

,

2007

1

2007 Report of the Library Treasurer

-

Postage

Continued

220.60

Subscriptions

1254.53

Supplies

1267.34

Telecommunications

1158.04

Telephone

945.81

Travel

192.06

Water

525.68

Total Disbursements for 2007

$107,885.75

Receipts plus balance on hand

$1 12,876.84

Receipts less disbursements

$4,991.09

Balance on Hand Dec 31 2007

$4,992. 1

,

Halloween storytime

at the library
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Fitzwilliam Library Report of Assets
For the year ending December 31 2007
,

LIBRARY MEMORIAL FUND
A.G. Edwards acct #2773-2968

$54,083.53

SPECIAL BOOK FUND

$ 9,674.94

A.G. Edwards acct #2773-2984

SPECIAL BUILDING FUND

$ 3,825.06

A.G. Edwards acct #2773-2984

COPIER EQUIPMENT FUND

$ 2,861 .88

A.G. Edwards acct #2773-2984

Respectfully submitted

Joanne Kesses, Treasurer

Winter after school program at the
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library

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ELLIOT INSTITUTE
OF FITZWILLIAM
For the year ending December 31 2007
,

ASSETS

Elliot Institute

Report

-

Continued

300 JP Morgan Chase & Co.

13,095.00

200 Progress Energy

9,686.00

600 Weingarten Realty

18,864.00

155 Windstream Corp*

2,018.00

TOTAL

122,433.00

Respectfully Submitted,

Macreay Landy, Treasurer

Storyteller

Simon Brooks

at the library

summer
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reading program
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN REPORT

We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to all of you who
have nnade 2007 a very successful year in Fitzwilliam - our employees, elected
officials, members of appointed boards, volunteers and residents, the town and
its citizens have certainly benefited by your diligence and efforts to make
Fitzwilliam a great place to live and work.
This year Bruce Newton, long time police officer in our town and our
Police Chief, decided to retire. We ask you to join us in wishing Bruce a happy
retirement. We have appointed Wayne Kassotis as Chief and look fonward to his
having a long and successful career here in Fitzwilliam.
The town ended 2007 in excellent financial shape. Our debt load is
very small, with only two payments remaining on the backhoe lease that you
approved at Town Meeting. Income exceeded our estimates and spending was
well within the budget you approved. This will result in an addition to our fund
balance. Last year we were able to use some of this fund balance to hold the
municipal portion of our tax rate at the 2006 level. With the budget we have
suggested, we anticipate that we will be able to hold the same municipal rate for
2008 as well. We feel this is especially important since appears that we will
see relatively large increases in both our school and county tax rates.
The Fire Department was successful in obtaining a federal grant
toward the purchase of a new fire tanker. This will go a long way towards
supplying their department with up-to-date equipment. There currently are
ample funds in the department expendable trust fund to replace their forestry
unit and next year we expect a request to replace the ambulance. We anticipate
replacing one of our police vehicles in 2009. We also expect to replace the
highway department front-end loader in 2010. We believe this schedule will
result in these critical departments being well equipped to handle their
responsibilities to you with a limited impact on our tax rate.
A major project for our board this year has been the property
revaluation ordered by the State of NH Board of Tax and Land Appeals. We
were required to do a sales analysis and update all assessments in town. We
were not required to go to every property to measure and list. For the past few
years, we have gone to a portion of the town verifying the accuracy of our
listings, completing the town in 2007. We plan to continue that effort each year,
beginning again in 2008. We are quite happy with the results of this revaluation
by our assessors, as we suspect many of our taxpayers are. There are however
specific properties that do need to be looked at and possibly have their
valuation adjusted. We certainly hope that anyone with questions concerning
their assessment will contact us so that we can look into your concerns and
insure that you are assessed fairly and equitably.
This year we are recommending cutting back on funds being placed
in capital reserve accounts. Last year we indicated an effort to build up some of
these accounts in anticipation of future needs, however the current state of the
economy would indicate that this is not the proper course of action for this year.
We have not recommended cutting back on operating funds for our
it

departments.
While

we do want to
be dealt with in the future. First we
should upgrade the facilities for the Police Department, therefore we are looking
at building a new police station. This would also mean gaining space in the
public service building for other uses, most likely the Fire Department. The site
that currently appears to be most suitable is the town owned land on Richmond
Road at the base of the former ski tow. This site is near the center of town and
could readily be utilized while still providing for recreational activities. The
second project under consideration is a storage building at the Highway
we have

outline several facility

cut back on funding for future needs,

needs

that

need

to
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SELECTMEN REPORT - continued
Department. We have a lot of expensive equipment that we are unable to store
under cover. We are considering a low cost building, possibly a metal building.
Last year you appropriated funds for this project, including the removal of the
present old power station that is in eminent danger of collapse. The third need
Hall annex in order to provide more rooms for many of our
is a Town
departments currently operating out of the town hall as well as storage space
for the Town records we are required to retain. We are considered providing the
truck bays for the Fire Department in another building and utilizing the Village
Eagle building as an annex. We have not finalized solutions to any of these
needs yet, and invite your comments and suggestions.
This year, we have been discussing different ways large capital
projects can be funded. Fitzwilliam has traditionally funded large capital
projects, such as vehicles, buildings and costly equipment over time - through
appropriations of money put aside in capital reserve or expendable trust funds.
Recently we have been considering a different philosophy of funding capital
expenses. Instead of putting aside money every year for a future project, we
would put aside a limited amount of money, funding a project in the year it was
needed with a combination of a loan or lease and money from taxes. One of the
advantages to this type of funding is the same as the other but in a different
way. The tax rate is evened out because although there is a large cost, the
actual amount of money to be raised by taxes is smaller because much of the
funding is from borrowing. Another benefit is that the taxpayers who are
benefiting directly from the purchase of the item are funding it. Also, the town
can borrow money at very attractive interest rates and in many cases may
actually save money by borrowing instead of putting money aside for years in

As

capital reserve.

cost $150,000

may

prices continue to increase, that item that
actually cost

$200,000 and the

funds have accumulated over the years

is

was

projected to

interest the capital reserve

far less

than the $50,000 that the

item has increased.

We

are greatly concerned about growth and how it will affect our
town. Currently there is a growth management ordinance in place. However, we
are not comfortable with leaving it at that. There are several large parcels that
also know that many lawmakers in Concord are in
are ripe for development.
favor of growth and could easily change the law to prohibit or restrict growth
management.
are not suggesting that we should have no growth, but rather
we should have controlled growth, particularly when the bulk of our local, county
and school needs are funded with property taxes. Although the economic

We

We

downturn

is

currently buying us time,

the character of our town

open

to

when

the

we need to take
economy turns

your thoughts and ideas.

Carmen M. Yon
Michael A. Methe
F. Parker

Thomas

Board of Selectmen
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other steps

around.

now

We

to protect

are certainly
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Winter arrived

REPORT OF THE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
in late

November and

New Hampshire winter just

settled

in for

most

of

December.

A

true

we

are supposed to have; lots of snow and cold.
The Highway Department stayed busy plowing and sanding and would like to
thank my fellow workers as well as the hired contractors for doing a great job.
The only problem we incurred during this winter was getting salt deliveries.
There were times when sand and salt mix were not available for the public in
the lower sand shed. During these times had to keep what sand and salt we
had for use on Town roads and as soon as had enough refilled the shed.
Please remember that the sand made available is for use on resident's
driveways and walks and not for commercial use.
like

I

I

I

Last year at

Town meeting

I

the voters approved the purchase of a

new

Backhoe which we took delivery of in June. It has been a great addition to the
Highway department. We use the backhoe for many jobs, such as, installing
new culverts, cleaning ditches, and removing the never-ending rocks which
seem to grow in Fitzwilliam.
Last summer the Highway department rebuilt another section of Royalston
Road. Trees and brush were cut, culverts replaced and gravel was added to
some sections. The road was then paved. Lower Troy Road was shimmed and
stone sealed and Holman Road was also stone sealed. A section of Richmond
Road was able to get resurfaced because of left over material and extra time
with the paving crew. This year we plan on finishing Royalston Road to the
Mass. line and sealing Number Four Road. This year we are planning on
purchasing 1000 cubic yards of crushed gravel to be spread on our gravel roads
as part of a program to add more gravel to our roads.
Once again would like to thank all the members of the Highway Department
and all of the contractors who help make my job so much fun.
I

Thank you

for

your support,

Gene Cuomo
Road Agent
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REPORT OF THE TRANSFER STATION

2007
The Transfer

and would like to congratulate the residents of
such active recyclers. This year the town recycled 44 tons
of paper, which saved 743 trees and 2 tons of plastic, which conserved 2,727
gallons of gasoline.
We also recycled aluminum, steel, tin cans and other
materials, which saved many natural resources. Used motor oil was recycled
and heats the highway department garage. We are all aware of the impact
caused by our dependencies on imported oil; every thing we can do to conserve
and recycle will help us in the long run.
Keep up the good work! As always if anyone has any questions or
concerns about the Transfer Station, feel free to call me at 585-2255.
Station crew

I

Fitzwilliam for being

Thank you

for

your cooperation,

Gene Cuomo
Road Agent

Caitlyn

Boucher and

Emma

Bunch

with their gingerbread
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houses

at the library
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REPORT OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

As write this year-end report look back at 2007 as a year that
brought many changes to the Police Department and to me personally. Early in
the year Chief Newton announced his plans to retire after many years of service
to the town. Full time officer, Sean Cavanaugh, left the Department to work for
another town. As Chief Newton's retirement date approached the Selectmen
am extremely pleased and
began a search to find a replacement for him.
honored to have been chosen from the many applicants to be Fitzwilliam's next
Police Chief. Having lived in the community for the past 27 years with my family,
am honored by the
Fitzwilliam is a very special place for my family and me.
opportunity to serve the community as your Police Chief and look forward to
working with you to help Fitzwilliam continue to be a wonderful town to live in.
started my tenure as Chief in the middle of June, we were
As
immediately faced with a shortage of personnel. Paula Grouse was hired as a
part-time administrative assistant for the Department. We had many qualified
applicants for the position of full and part- time patrolman. Officer Purvis, who
had been with the Department for over two years, as a part-time officer was
selected to become our next full-time officer. The application process provided
I

I

I

I

I

us with several individuals that were interested in part-time officer positions.
and Officer George Cassidy were selected to fill part-time
positions in the Department. Both of them have attended the part-time Academy
and are going through their FTO Program and will be on the road by themselves
as you read this report. These two officers have proven to be quality individuals
and will be a great asset to the department.
We seem to be moving along quite well. We have increased the patrol
time in town and reduced the number of hours that State Police are on call. We
have made several internal changes to help assist the officers in doing their job.
We changed our reporting system January 1, 2008, this change will help our
Officer Rene' Doyle

reporting procedure and, with other changes that are slated, will increase patrol
time and efficiency of time for the officers. There will also be a cost savings to
the town in annual support fees that will offset the cost of the new program over
time.

The department had two cruisers in 2007, a 2003 Crown Victoria and
a 2006 Expedition. The Crown Victoria had over 100,000 miles and Chief
Newton had mentioned last year that it would probably need to be replaced this
year. An opportunity came up to purchase a 2005 Crown Victoria with only
24,000 miles on it. The vehicle was in very good condition and was offered to us
at a much reduced price. With the cost of outfitting the new car being reduced
by many generous donations of equipment from towns and individuals we were
able to have a new patrol car on the road for less than half the cost of a new
one. This vehicle also came with an extended warranty just as if we had
purchased it new. This addition will allow us to get at least another year out of
the

2003

cruiser.

At the end of the year Officer Pun/is decided to leave the department
left us with a full time vacancy

to relocate out of state for personal reasons. This

as Officer Purvis was scheduled to attend the January full time academy. Officer
Doyle was hired as full time to begin February 1 2008 and he will attend the full
,

time academy in April. We are currently looking to replace Officer Doyle's part
time position. Officer Doyle will be a welcome addition to the department as a
full time officer and resides in town with his family.
head into 2008 very optimistic for the future of the police
department. In the coming year we are looking at upgrading the computers at
the station to compliment the new reporting system and add computers in the

We

cars so officers can be out

in

the community more.
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We are looking at some

Police Department Report

-

Continued

some of the costs of these improvements.
want to thank the community and the employees of the police
department for their support during the transition process this past year.
especially want to thank Sgt. DiSalvo for his continued commitment to the
Police Department and the Town of Fitzwilliam. The transition would not have
been so seamless without his commitment and dedication.
grants to help offset
I

I

Following

is

an overview

of the

Primary Offenses for 2007
Alcohol Possession

main cases over the past year.

2007

REPORT OF THE ANIMAL CONTROL DEPARTMENT

This year's report is very different from past years. Due to health
issues
was unable to respond to some of the animal control calls this year.
Over the past seven months have had numerous doctor appointments and
I

I

what seemed

be unending diagnostic tests. In November of 2007 undenwent
multiple surgeries and was finally cleared to return to the job
love, caring for
animals, on December 28, 2007.
would like to take this time to thank Chief Kassotis and Sergeant
DiSalvo for all their support throughout this long process. Between handling
their own calls, cases, and work load, they also took care of the animal control
calls during my absence.
would like to thank them for their support toward me
and the kindness they showed.
The numbers from this year may seem low as far as the stats. The
numbers shown do not reflect the calls that the Officers covered in my absence.
There were many calls on loose horses, pigs, lost dogs and cats and here were
an increasing number of calls on feral cats. During this time responded to 29
loose dog reports and 1 4 found cats.
would also like to inform everyone that the beagle that so many of
you called in for running loose on Rte. 12 has found a new home and will no
longer be playing in traffic.
to

I

I

I

I

I

I

Thank you kindly
Kim H. Smith
Fitzwilliam

Animal Control
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FIREWARDS REPORT

2007

2007 CALLS

The Fitzwilliam Fire Department responded to 301 calls from the
December 1 2006 to November 30, 2007. The number of calls this year
the greatest number of calls in the history of the fire department.

period
is

,

Among

in 2007 were: two (2) structure fires, five (5)
motor vehicle accidents, eight (8) brush fires, and
nineteen (19) mutual aid fire related responses to nearby communities
including, Troy, Rindge, Jaffrey, Richmond, Marlborough, and Swanzey, as well
as Winchendon, Erving, and Royalston, Massachusetts. There were twentynine (29) automatic fire alarms, twelve (12) utility wire related calls, and fourteen
(14) other calls including smoke investigations, fuel spills, water problems, car
fires, and other calls of need. The department also responded to one hundred
thirty-three (133) medical emergencies, and twenty-eight (28) mutual aid
medical calls to nearby communities including Troy, Rindge, Richmond, and
Jaffrey. There were eleven (11) public assist/lifeline calls.

chimney

fires,

the responses

forty (40)

PERSONNEL, TRAINING, AND EDUCATION
The department currently has thirty-one (31) active members. The
department has seven (7) members who serve as fire personnel and six (6) as
EMS personnel. Fourteen (14) members are both fire and EMS certified.
There are twenty (20) New Hampshire certified fire fighters, eight (8) members
are certified at Level
ten (10) at Level II, and two (2) at Level III.
There are twenty (20) members who are certified at various levels of
I,

Emergency Medical
(basic)

Services.

members and

(intermediate) level.

All

and Hazmat Operations

five

active

are

members

personnel.
in

the

Nationally

to offer

monthly training

for both fire

and

Frequently, throughout the year, personnel participated

training with our mutual aid

members

EMT-B

Registered EMT-I
are required to maintain current CPR

at

training.

The department continues

EMS

(15) are Nationally Registered

Fifteen
(5)

in

response area towns as well as the training with our

town.

In addition,

personnel participated

Training Center and the

NH

Academy

in

several courses at

Concord

Meadowood

NH

as well as at other
local departments.
Courses included Firefighter
and II, Self Contained
Breathing Apparatus and Protective Equipment, Basic Pumps and Advanced
Pumps, Basic Rescue, Arson Investigation, Advanced Self Contained Breathing
Apparatus, Firefighter 101, and Auto Extrication. Personnel also participated in
several courses at the Cheshire Medical Center and Monadnock Community
Hospital including medication administration. Many members take courses and
pursue independent study at their own expense, aside from investing their time,
and we appreciate their efforts on the town's behalf.
Fire

in

I

VEHICLES
Our inventory of vehicles includes the 2003 Pierce Contender
pumper, the 1987 FMC pumper. The 1973 Mack crew cab pumper, purchased
by the Fire Department membership, the 1978 Mack Tanker, 1999 Ford
Ambulance and the state supplied brush truck.
The older units in the inventory remain in workable condition.
However, as part of the town's capital improvement plan, we are currently
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1 968 state owned
and brush truck.

preparing specifications to replace the
up-to-date, well equipped forestry

forestry truck with

an

2007 Fire Act Grant
In 2001 the US Department of Fire Administration and FEMA began a
competitive grant for Fire Departments to apply for monies to purchase fire and
EMS equipment to assure safety of those serving in Emergency services. The
Fitzwilliam Fire Department has applied for the grant to assist in purchasing
needed equipment every year. In 2005 we were awarded a grant to install a
air system and replace all of our self-contained breathing apparatus.
This project was on the capital improvements program for the town, and as a
result of the grant the town was saved the expenditure of approximately
$100,000 for this vitally needed equipment. In addition, the 5% local portion of

complete

was donated by the Fitzwilliam Fire Department,
funds were used in this project
the grant

Inc.,

so no town

was awarded its
amount of $250,000 (95% Federal 5% local
option) to replace the 1978 Mack Tanker. This truck was due for replacement in
2004. This new tanker will carry 2500 gallons of water and have a 750 gpm
The officers and members are currently working on gathering
pump.
In

second

December 2007

Fire Act

Grant

in

the Fitzwilliam Fire Department

the

information as well as quotes for this project.

At the March 2008 Town Meeting there will be a warrant article to
consider the approval of the 2007 grant, and to raise and appropriate an
amount to cover the 5% local portion, twelve thousand five hundred dollars
($12,500)

,

for this project

2008

BUDGET

We have presented fire and ambulance budgets we feel meet the
needs of the town and the basic needs of the fire and EMS personnel. The fire
department operating budget is up $830.00 from the 2007 request. The fire
department capital outlay request for 2008 is $40,000.00. This amount was the
figure that the Board of Selectmen recommended in 2007, to request for future
replacement of

fire

department vehicles.

The ambulance-operating budget for 2008 is down $3,000.00 from
2007. The ambulance capital outlay budget request is up this year due to the
to replace the 9 year old cardiac defibulator. This is required as a result of
a state mandate that equipment be in compliance with 2005 American Heart
Association defibulation protocols, which our current machine does not have.
This compliant equipment must be in place prior to December 31 2008. We
expect that there will be a warrant article to raise and appropriate $21,000.00
for a new defibulator with $10,500.00 to be raised by taxation and $10,500 to
be donated by private funds to cover the entire cost of this item. There is also a
$20,000.00 request to be put into the current ambulance capital outlay for the
future purchase of a new ambulance. As this report is prepared, the Budget
Committee and the Board of Selectmen are reviewing our proposals.
Townspeople can see where their money is being spent in a review of
the list of calls and training activities outlined in this report. In addition, we are

need

,

always open

to visits

from citizens at the Fire Station any Sunday morning
You are welcome to stop in to see what

during vehicle and equipment check.
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department has and ask questions that

and ambulance

come

to

mind about your

service.

members

Department paid
members, former Fire Chief, Daniel
Bemis, Sr, July 22, 2007, Sr. Firefighter Howard Shay August 27, 2007, and
Captain Charline "Wendy" Carney, FF/Ef^T and Fireward, August 30, 2007.
All three members contributed greatly to the town and the fire department with
their unique talents, abilities and generous spirits. The three members among
them represented well over 100 years of fire and EMS experience, leadership,
and service. We mourn their loss.
In

the year 2007, the

of the Fitzwilliam Fire

their last respects to three outstanding

Respectfully Submitted,

Edwin

O

Mattson,

Jr.

David A. Raitto
William N. Prigge

Board of Firewards

iVIonument

in

the

common
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Report of the Librarian 2007
in 2007 was 26,028. This is the
and reflects a 36 % increase over 2003,
the year the library was expanded. As a means of comparison, in the
preceding 5 year time period (from 1998 to 2002) the circulation
change was up only .07%.
Statistics for library service in 2007 include 948 reference
questions, 601 books borrowed and 398 lent to other libraries, 1303
computer users and 212 in house users of the wifi. One hundred and
thirty one new patrons were added for a total of 1 824.
Our strong collection development continued with 642 books,
63 audio books, 154 dvds and 38 magazine subscriptions added to

The

fifth

circulation of

all

materials

straight year of increases

now stand at 20,015.
continue to add new audio books on compact disc to
the collection, the library also joined the NH Downloadable Audio
Books consortium in May thanks to a grant from the Gates
Foundation and the Friends of the Library. Thousands of audio books
in all categories are available for download to a home computer, MP3
player or compact disc free of charge. New titles are added every
week. Instruction cards are available at the library and we are always
the collection. Total materials

While

we

Do try out!
The new library website, www.fitzlib.orq created by our own Kate
Thomas, was unveiled in the late fall. Free access to electronic
available to lend expertise with the mechanics.

it

.

databases
of

new

is

available as well as event information, local photos,

renewals. We update
your favorites.

A

lists

materials and the ability to request inter-library loans and
it

frequently

and hope

it

will

be included on

computer was also added in the late fall. With
town restricted to dialup access, our faster cable

third public

many people

in

connection is a popular service. The wifi continues to get increased
usage. On a summer evening it is not unusual to see users sitting on
the porch in the rockers and enjoying the gardens as well as the free
internet.

While commitment

we

to

new

technologies remains a high

also continued our strong programming schedule.

The

priority,

book
During the
group continues to meet monthly in their 13"" year.
summer the group was awarded a grant by the NH Humanities
Council to participate in their statewide reading series of science
fiction books.
Conversations with Poetry, a new offering last year,
continued this year with 3 separate sessions all with local poet Jim
adult

Kates.
Children's programming continues to be very well received with
enrollment all year in the weekly Preschool Storytime. The Winter
Afterschool program. From the Andes to the Amazon and the
Summer Reading Program, Reading Road Trip U.S.A., were also well
attended and encouraged lots of reading. This year we added two
new series to our children's offerings; a monthly Junior Book Club for
4'*^
and 5'^ graders and a Toddler Creative Yoga series with local yoga
full

instructor

Robin Anderson-Hannett.

In all

we

offered 100 programs

with a total attendance of 1462.
art

The arts continue to be a
shows held in our upstairs

highlight of our

program offerings with 3

hall featuring critically

75

reviewed

artists

Librarian's Report

from

Keene and

Stockwell.

-

Continued

Jaffrey,

In addition,

we

Sienna Giffen, Chris Reid and Craig
held several art programs for children and

new Quick collection of art books.
Throughout the year we have received many compliments and
comments from users and visitors alike about our wonderful
Community Quilt, conceived and created by local quilters and hung
on the main wall in January.
adults and featured a display of the

Many thanks to the Friends of the Library who provide financial
support for the entire collection as well as the programming through
membership dues and the yearly book sale. Thanks especially to the
Friends Board members; Maggie Brogdon, Heidi Wood, Donna Hill,
Marianne Van Valkenburg, Michelle Buonomano and Lisa Lajoie who
make all our programs a success with their many volunteer

help

hours.

Thanks to the Library Board of Trustees, Diane Schott, Joanne
Kesses, Rita Nirenberg, Cathie Talbert and Barbara Green and to the
would like to thank the
Finally,
staff, Kate Thomas and Donna Hill.
community for all their strong support of the library.
I

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Massin
Librarian

Community

quilt

created for the library by local quilters
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REPORT OF THE RECREATION DEPARTMENT

to offer the Adult Yoga
This continues to be a strong program, which takes place on
nights at the Fitzwilliam Town Hall in the Upper tVleeting Hall. This

The Recreation Department has continued

class

in

Monday

2007.

taught by Fitzwilliam resident, Robyn Andersen-Hannett, and
we
In
programs.
2007,
implemented a Creative Kids' Yoga class, also taught

class

is

our

self-supporting

is

one

of

Creative Kids' Yoga is yoga with a
by Robyn.
combination of creative dance and movement to
maximize children's talents in the areas of energy,
Regular yoga
imagination, and sense of play.
practice stimulates brain development, massages
organs, relieves stress, and helps us to focus more
clearly.
It
keeps our bodies limber and strong. Children can experience all
these benefits through combining yoga with creative dance, nurture their
creativity and release pent up energy in a positive way while taking care of their
bodies. Creative Kids' Yoga combines high energy movement with relaxation
time. Robyn has her certification in Creative Kids' Yoga.
Our 17'^ annual Charlie Wallace 5K road race was held on Saturday,
June 9, 2007. This race is run in the memory of Charlie Wallace, long time
owner of the Fitzwilliam Inn and resident of Fitzwilliam, and supporter of
recreational programs in town. This past year, the race was
fl[^
still
run in spite of the worst weather we've ever
This is
experienced. Everyone and everything got wet!
I
# another self-supporting program that is run through the

^^

r^^

^1

^B
^^^

•^\/

^ ^J
^^

Y

recreation revolving account.

The 2007 Summer Recreation Program was a
program once again with 50 children registered. We
had five senior leaders at the start of the program, and with
50 registered, we found it necessary to hire a junior leader.

solid

children took part in daily activities like kickball, four square, camouflage,
knockout, circle games, quiet games, arts and crafts and much more! Weather
permitting, we took field trips to Surry Dam Recreation Area twice a week for
swimming, games and picnicking. We also took a field trip to Manchester to

The

watch the

NH

Fisher Cats baseball team play.

The Soccer Program

participation

program

was very good again

this year.

2005, participat ion is continu ing wit h
very solid numbers. We had approximately 115 children
taking part in the program, with ages ranging from 3 to
1
or preschool through grade 6. The soccer program
1 1
is also run through our revolving account rather than the
general operating budget. This program was a success
due to the tremendous volunteer efforts by our coaches
and some dedicated parents who helped to run the
concession stand, line the field, and help with the many
details that go into running a successful program.
Many thanks to everyone who helped to make the
soccer program a success once again!
We had to cancel the aerobics classes due to
low participation. We are in the process of planning a
After implementing a preschool

in

,

new

adult

underway

Tae Kwon Do
in

class,

and hope

to

have

that

early 2008.

The Recreation Department administers the
Youth Basketball program.
2006/2007 program, we had 80 children taking
Fitzwilliam/Troy

77

In

part.
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RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT - Continued
For the 2007/2008 program,

grades

we

currently

have 64 children

in

the program for

1-6.

At the end of 2007, we sadly said goodbye to Wendy Martel, who
resigned after serving almost 6 years on the Recreation Commission. Wendy
made many valuable contributions to the Commission and the Department, and
in spite of a very busy personal life, she always took the time for meetings and
never said no when help was needed for a program or project. Thank you,
Wendy! We welcomed two new members this year, Carol Breault and Bruce
Lafond.
am very fortunate to have such a dedicated Commission - Bill
VanValkenburg (8 years), Terri Robbitts (6 years), Vicki Zarozinski (3 years).
encourage suggestions from residents as to what type of
programs you would like us to offer for the youth or adults in town. Please feel
free to contact the Recreation Department any time, or stop by a Recreation
Commission meeting, usually held on the 2"'^ Wednesday of each month at the
I

We

Town

Hall.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen Stark, Director
Bill VanValkenburg, Commission

Member since 2000
Commission Member since 2002
Vicki Zarozinski, Commission Member since 2005
Carol Breault, Commission Member 2007
Bruce Lafond, Commission Member 2007

Terri Robbitts,

Sam and Abby
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The Town

We went on

line with

TOWN CLERK

been busy as usual during this year.
and that is working out very well. We
heavyweight vehicles up to 26,000 lbs, moose

Clerk's Office has

the State

MV

can issue duplicate registrations,
plates and vanity plates.

July

in

The amount of registrations processed during the
year was slightly more than last year, 3,756 compared to
3,692 in 2006.
Please remember that all older vehicles
up to 1993 - need the following three documents:

w
•

A Copy

•

V.I.N, inspection

•

owners
(Form 19A)

of the previous

Previous

registration

title

Please check with our

office before

coming

in to

register your older

vehicle.

The EREG

EREG

just give us

a

doing great. More people have
you need information about the
be glad to give you the information about

(on- line Registration)

been taking advantage

of the

call

EREG

and we

is

this year.

will

If

it.

We are on line with the NHVIN System for the State Vital Records.
a wonderful system and provides us with all births, marriages and
deaths in our town and throughout the State of NH. All certified copies are
$12.00 each, or one for $12.00 and $8.00 for another copy of the same record.
The preservation of the old records continues to be one of the
important tasks of the office. The Town Clerks' Office received a grant from the
State Records Preservation and we were able to have many volumes that
contain Births, Marriages and Death rebound. We have received some very
nice comments about the fact that we can provide genealogists and others with

This

is

records information that they are searching.
will be retiring in
This will be my last report as your Town Clerk.
March. It has been my pleasure to sen/e the town for these many years and
will continue to serve
thank everyone that has supported me over the years.
vital

I

I

as the Tax Collector.

The Clerk's hours are listed in the Town Report and can also be
obtained by calling 585-7791 even when the office is closed. The number may
change in the future. Be sure to check the newsletter for special events and
when the office will be closed for any holidays.
Thanks to everyone for your cooperation and patience with us.
Respectfully submitted,

Jane

R. Wright,

CNHCTC
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VITAL STATISTICS

Year Ending December 31 2007

BIRTHS
NAME

VITAL STATISTICS

Year Ending December 31 2007
,

BIRTHS (continued)

Hennasea A

VITAL STATISTICS

Year Ending December

31

,

2007

MARRIAGES
NAME

DATE
4/28/07

05/19/07

06/02/07

06/22/07

07/21/07

Fitzwilliam,

Winchendon,

Wade

Fitzwilliam,

Rogers

08/19/07

09/02/07

09/08/07

09/15/07

NH
NH

Fitzwilliam,

Kevin Foster

Mystic,

Rebecca Guion

Fitzwilliam,

Nathan

Ball

Fitzwilliam,

Lange

Fitzwilliam,

NH
NH

Fitzwilliam,

NH

Thomas Decker

CT

NH

NH

Lucille

Parent

Jaffrey,

James

Carter

Whitman,

MA

Fitzwilliam,

NH

Adam Caragher

Fitzwilliam,

NH

Stephanie Bradley

Jaffrey,

Benjamin Jackson

Greensburg,

Keara

Fitzwilliam,

Bartlett

NH

Steven Short

Fitzwilliam,

Sarah Massin

Fitzwilliam,

PA
NH

NH
NH

Scott Hagstrom

Fitzwilliam,

Rayann Duquette

N.Swanzey,

Geoffrey Bornstein

Fitzwilliam,

Christina

10/27/07

MA

Cathy Washburn

Mario DuPont

08/10/07

NH

Randal Russell

Brenda Methe

April

06/23/07

RESIDENCE

Comire

Fitzwilliam,

Keith Gustafson

Fitzwilliam,

Terry Gilbert

Fitzwilliam,
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NH

NH
NH
NH
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IVIARRIAGES

12/07/07

12/07/07

Joseph Cutler

Fitzwilliam,

Deborah Knight-Barnaby

Fitzwilliam,

Lester

Chase

Fitzwilliam,

Mary Terry

Fitzwilliam,

^„™,.^^^^^^^

J
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Year Ending December

31

,

2007

2007
The

REPORT OF THE CEMETERY DEPARTMENT

Cemetery Department is in the midst of a
upgrade nearly all aspects of the cemetery
system. This includes the landscape, the buildings and equipment,
and the care of memorial stones. In order to facilitate this, the
cemetery crew is now performing many of the services that were

continuing

Fitzwilliam

effort

to

traditionally contracted out while realizing significant savings.
floor at the Village Cemetery was replaced with cement in
2006.
In 2007 the building exterior was repaired as needed,
thoroughly scraped and then primed and painted. Shelving was
added all around, using lumber that was already on hand. The
surrounding soil was re-graded with stone at the drip edge and a
slope to drain water away on the sides. We are planning some repairs
to the front of the shed in 2008.
The aging trees at the Village Cemetery continue to be a
concern but we realize they add to the appearance of the cemetery.
In an effort to prolong the older trees presence in the cemetery,
another large maple tree was "cabled" helping save the tree as well
as preventing any potential damage to the stones surrounding it. This
will be an ongoing effort to keep the trees attractive and yet not pose
a danger to the site and visitors. Cautious pruning will continue each
year to eliminate dead and damaged limbs. If you are familiar with
the Village Cemetery, you may know that a long section of the stone
boundary wall near the intersection of Richmond and Rhododendron
Roads has been missing for many years. We have included a
warrant article for this year's budget for the reconstruction of this
segment of the stone wall.
The chain link fence project at Pine Grove Cemetery was
completed in 2007. Three sides of the cemetery are now enclosed by
fencing; this brings us closer to compliance with NH law, as well as
improving security and the overall
appearance of the cemetery.
There is a new classic granite sign at the front of the Pine Grove
Cemetery surrounded by granite curbing which encloses a bedding of
plants.
A new expansion section will be opening in 2008 at Pine
Grove Cemetery. This is a result of years of planning by the Cemetery
Commission after completion of a survey. The survey laid out areas
for traditional burials, a section of smaller plots for cremations, as well
as a memorial area and landscape area. Granite posts to de-lineate
the sections and chain to match the other chains has been purchased
and was laid out for installation in 2007. This expansion area will
provide much needed interment space for years to come.
We have implemented an "in-house" gravestone repair and
realignment project. The Department solicited bids and found that this
work would be extremely expensive due to the large amount of work
that was required. Many memorial stones in the oldest section of the
Village Cemetery were straightened and leveled. Markers that had
been laying on the ground for years were re-set and restored to their
proper places. Broken stones were repaired, some of which were in
many pieces. Many "footstones" were found completely buried or
removed from their proper places. These were researched and
returned to their proper places. Granite curbings have been lifted and
re-leveled to match the land contours.
This will be a multi-year
project and much hard work remains to be done. Iron fence and

The shed
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hardware preservation, cleaning of memorial stones, leveling/filling of
lots and continued repairs and straightening of the stones will
continue. Stop by and see the Sexton if you would like to see many
photographs of the work that has been completed to date.
Submitted by,

Mike Grab, Commissioner
Greg Matson, Commissioner
John Greer, Commissioner
Arthur Libby, Sexton

S.S. Stone's
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Saw and

Gristmill
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REPORT OF THE PLANNING BOARD

is charged under RSA 674:1 with the duty to
a master plan to guide the development of the municipality.
Their regulatory duties include the review and approval of all subdivisions, lot
line adjustments, voluntary mergers and site plan review applications.
The Planning Board will recommend two amendments to ordinances

The Planning Board

prepare and

amend

Land Use Code for the voters' consideration at the polls on Town
Meeting Day, March 11, 2008. The four Land Use Ordinance Amendments
presented to Town Meeting in 2007 were approved.
Of particular interest in 2007 are the results from the town-wide
survey sent to all 1 ,896 Fitzwilliam residents and landowners. Four hundred and
seventy-five responded, which is a 25% response rate. The respondents were
representative of the population on gender and age as compared with the 2000
census data for the Town. Seventy-eight percent of respondents placed a very
high priority on maintaining Fitzwilliam's rural character.
Eight out of ten
respondents favor high speed internet service. Sixty percent have lived in
Fitzwilliam ten years or more and ninety-seven percent own their own home.
Results from the survey along with findings from the 2006 Community Forum
will be used to revise the master plan in 2008.
In 2007 the Land Use staff was trained to produce GIS maps with
software purchased and installed in late 2006. Maps include conservation lands
and large lots, natural resources, wetlands and water resources.
The Growth Management Ordinance, enacted in 2005, authorized the
Planning Board to determine the number of building permits available for new
home construction, or conversion of seasonal homes to year around use. At its
February meeting, the Planning Board announced that 12 building permits could
be issued in 2007, with four building permits allocated to developers of major
within the

subdivisions and eight building permits allocated to individuals.
After conducting

and four
1)

2)
3)
4)
5)

48 public hearings, 21 preliminary consultations,

Board:
Approved seven subdivisions creating fourteen new residential
continued one application into 2008; and denied one application;
Denied a wetlands application; continued one into 2008;
Approved one boundary line adjustment;
Approved one voluntary merger;
Approved three business site plans.

site walks, the

The Board met

with eight residents about starting

including child care, elder services, garden shop,

lots,

home

retail

businesses,
wool products,

housecleaning and hydrotherapy for dogs.
They met with four
entrepreneurs who opened new businesses in the Crossroads this year.
The Board met with the Conservation Commission, the Natural Resources
Inventory Committee and the Water

month

at

District.

The Planning Board meets on the first and third Tuesdays
7:00 pm in the Town Hall. All meetings are open to the public.

of the

Respectfully submitted,

Terry Silverman, Chairman
Carlotta Lilback Pini, Vice Chairman
Robin Haynes, Secretary

Suzanne Gray
Macreay Landy

Paul Grasewicz, alternate

Raymond

Tom

Sandra

Diane Schott

FITZWILLIAM PLANNING

BOARD
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Russell, alternate

Parker, Selectmen's representative
Gillis,

Administrative Assistant

2007

REPORT OF THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Zoning Board of Adjustment is a quasi judicial body that hears
appeals from property owners for relief from burdensome zoning ordinances.
The Board considers whether the relief sought will not be detrimental to the
neighborhood, is appropriate for the site, and is in harmony with the purpose
and intent of the zoning ordinance. The Board can't change zoning ordinances
but is empowered to grant appeals in accordance with State Statute and local
law as specified in the Land Use Code.
The Board considers applications for Use and Area Variances,
Special Exceptions and Equitable Waivers of Dimensional Requirements,
Appeals of Administrative Decisions and Motions for re-hearings. During 2007
the Board of Adjustment decided thirteen cases. Five Special Exceptions were
granted and one was denied; one Area Variance was granted and one was
dismissed; one Use Variance was granted and two were denied; one appeal of
an Administrative Decision was granted; one Motion to Rehear was granted.
Several Board members attended local training sessions on
procedural and legal issues.
Jane Roberts was re-elected Chairman; Gretchen Wittenborg was reCatherine Davis and Sue Wood were
elected Vice-Chairman and Clerk.
appointed as alternates. Alternate Matt Buonomano resigned and was thanked

Mike Methe represented the Board of Selectmen.
The Zoning Board of Adjustment meets the second Tuesday of the
month, when they have an application before them. The Board invites and

for his service.

encourages

all

interested parties to attend hearings

Respectfully submitted,

Jane Roberts, Chairman
Gretchen Wittenborg, Vice Chairman and Clerk

John Ernst
Steven Filipi
Coni Porter
Matt Buonomano, alternate (resigned July 2007)
Catherine Davis, alternate

Sue Wood,

alternate

Mike Methe, Selectmen's representative
Sandra Gillis, Administrative Assistant

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
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and meetings as noticed.
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REPORT OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

The purpose
and places

structures

the Historic

of

and

of historic

District

Commission

preserve
a district in
economic, political
is

to

architectural value; preserve

the municipality that reflects elements of its cultural, social,
and architectural history; conserve property values; foster civic beauty; and

The Commission reviews

all

exterior construction located within the Historic District of Fitzwilliam through

an

maintain the existing architecture of the
application

and

process

public

district.

meetings.

They are also responsible

for

amendments to and adoption of regulations in accordance with State statutes.
The Historic District Commissioners met in February 2007 to begin
drafting new design guidelines for the Historic District to clarify criteria on which
the Commission bases its decisions. The Design Guidelines, were printed in
November and are available in the town hall and library. In June 2007 the
Commission engaged the public in a discussion about historic
entitled the Ten f\/lyths about Historic Districts presented
by the NH Division of Historical Resources. Finally, in bringing the Commission
into compliance with state law, the Commissioners discovered the inadequacy
of current local legislation and undertook to write a historic district ordinance to
address legal concerns. The ordinance will appear on the 2008 ballot.
In 2007, the Commission reviewed thirteen applications including:
2 window replacement
Historic District

districts in

a workshop

2 business signs
2 storage sheds
1 fence
1

new home

1

addition

exterior design

3 exterior painting
1 garage doors
Residents are reminded that

all exterior changes within the Historic
must come before the Commission for consideration and discussion.
The Commission meets on the second Thursday of each month at 4:00 PM in
the Town Hall when there is a case before
All meetings are open to the
public and we encourage participation from all those interested.

District

it.

Respectfully submitted,

John

Fitzwilliam,

Chairman

Charlotte Guild

Brian Luddy, Vice Chairman
Eileen

McHugh

Reuel Walling
Selectmen's Representative Carmen Yon

Sandra

Gillis,

Administrative Assistant

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
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REPORT OF THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

The Conservation Commission's mission

is to preserve clean air and
open space, sustain diverse plant and animal communities,
and ensure the wise use of the natural features that make living in Fitzwilliam

water, conserve

enjoyable.

Paul Kotila

was named chairman in 2007. We regretfully accepted the
Vander Haegen from this position. We thank her for her
the commission and to the town. We welcomed Bob Corrette

resignation of Eleanor

years of service to
and Dan "Buzz" Bemis as commission members, and Fred Slavic as an
alternate member.
We are attempting to fill the Secretary position which has

been open for much of the year.
We proposed two Warrant Articles at the Town Meeting in March. Both of
the articles passed. Article 37 enabled the Conservation Commission and the
Selectman to place conservation easements on the Widow Gage Town Forest
and the Katie Metzger Town Forest. The Conservation Commission also thanks
the Selectmen and Budget Committee for their support of continued
contributions to the Conservation Land Expendable Trust Fund (Article 28), also
passed by the town. We thank you, the voters of the town, for supporting these
articles.

We

are proposing two Warrant Articles for the

The

Meeting.

first

article will

request an

official

March 2008 Town

designation of the Katie

Metzger Town Forest. The second article is a request that the sum of $15,000
be added to the Conservation Land Expendable Trust Fund. We ask for your
support for both of these Articles.

The Commission has been working with the Selectmen and the
Monadnock Conservancy to place a conservation easement on the Widow

Gage Town
The

Forest and hope to accomplish this

in

2008.

Natural Resource Inventory (NRI) Committee, a subcommittee of

the Conservation Commission, has completed a set of Conservation Guidelines
to assist the

town

Fitzwilliam wildlife

in

identifying conservation values of

and plants

is

in

town lands.

A

survey of

the hands of residents and results

will

be

tabulated and incorporated into the wildlife and plant sections of the NRI. Our
goal is to finish the NRI by next fall. It will then be published for use in the
Master Plan and as reference material for the town.
At the request of the Planning Board, the Commission has begun work
develop a Groundwater Protection Ordinance to bring to Town Meeting in
2009.
Members of the Commission continue in our normal duties of numerous
site walks, advising on other applications, and responding to citizen concerns
about ensuring the viability of the natural and scenic resources that preserve
our rural character. We continue to encourage property owners to consider
placing conservation easements on their land in order to protect those lands
as open space in perpetuity.
Lastly, member Rosalind Slavic continues to provide the town newsletter
with a monthly column to educate our citizens about the importance of
conservation and preservation of our natural resources.

to

Respectfully submitted,

Paul Kotila, Chairman
Daniel "Buzz" Bemis

Robert Corrette
Cheryl Davis

Barbara Green
Rosalind Slavic
Dorothy Zug
Fred Slavic, alternate
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REPORT OF THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICE

The Code Enforcement office enforces regulations of the Fitzwilliam
Land Use Codes, issues permits for construction and occupancy permits for

new home occupation after completion of construction.
Upon receipt of a written complaint, the Code Enforcement

Officer

performs an investigation, ensures compliance of construction permits to
applicable zoning requirements, dedicates Emergency 911 numbers; and
reviews all construction permit applications and plans. This review ensures
safety from fire, flood and establishes that all other public requirements are
met. Once a permit has been granted, the Code Enforcement Officer visits the
property prior to the start of construction to determine that all setback
requirements have been adhered to.
If
you should have any questions with regard to permitting for
construction please contact the Board of Selectmen's Office to obtain a copy of
the construction permit regulations.
Please remember that all construction,
renovation, demolition and changes to buildings require a permit. It is always
best to check with our office prior to construction to determine if a permit is
required.
When applying for a permit, please remember to allow yourself
enough time for the paperwork to be processed prior to the start date of
construction.
In 2007, 66 construction permits were issued. Of the 66 permits issued
12 were for new single-family dwellings. If you should have any questions with
regard to building issues, please feel free to contact the Selectmen's Office at
585-7723.

Respectfully submitted,

Mark Sweeney
Code Enforcement

Officer

Rachmaninoff

visits
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REPORT OF THE FOREST

Your

local

Warden,

forest Fire

Fire

FIRE

WARDEN AND RANGER

Department and the State

of

New

Hannpshire Division of Forest & Lands work collaboratively to reduce the risk
and frequency of wild land fires in New Hannpshire. To help assist you, please
contact your local Forest Fire Warden or Fire Department to determine if a
permit is required before doing ANY outside burning. Under State law (RSA
227-L:17) a fire permit is required for all outside burning unless the ground is
The New Hampshire Department of
completely covered with snow.
Environmental Services also prohibits the open burning of household waste.
Citizens are encouraged to contact the local fire department or DES at 1-800-

498-6868 or www.des.state.nh.us for more information. Safe open burning
requires diligence and responsibility. Help us to protect New Hampshire's forest
resources. For more information please contact the Division of Forests & Lands
at (603)

271 -221 4, or online at www.nhdfl.orq

.

was very busy during the spring of 2007, particularly late April
May. As the forests and fields greened up in later May the fire danger

Fire activity
into early

summer created high fire danger again
danger reaching very high on Labor Day
weekend. Even with the dry conditions, the acreage burned was less than half
The largest forest fire during the 2007 season burned
that of 2006.
approximately 26 acres on the side of Wantastiquet Mountain in Chesterfield
during the month of May. Our statewide system of 16 fire lookout towers is
credited with keeping most fires small and saving several structures this season
due to their quick and accurate spotting capabilities. Many homes in New
Hampshire are located in the wild land urban interface, which is the area where
homes and flammable wild land fuels intermix. Several of the fires during the
2007 season threatened structures, a constant reminder that forest fires burn

decreased. However, a very dry
from August into September, with

late

fire

just trees. Homeowners should take measures to prevent a wild land
from spreading to their home. Precautions include keeping your roof and
gutters clear of leaves and pine needles, and maintaining adequate green
space around your home free of flammable materials. Additional information
and homeowner recommendations are available at www.firewise.org Please
help Smokey Bear, your local fire department and the state's Forest Rangers by
being fire wise and fire safe!

more than

fire

.

2007 FIRE STATISTICS
(All fires

(Figures

November 8, 2007)
on the White Mountain National Forest)

reported as of

do not include

fires

COUNTY STATISTICS
County

Forest

Warden Report - Continued

CAUSES OF FIRES REPORTED

2007

REPORT OF THE

CIP

COMMITTEE

The Capital Improvements Committee was formed by the 2004 Town
Meeting for the purpose of developing and maintaining a Capital Improvement
Program, or CIP. In a CIP, all proposed capital improvements such as major
equipment, vehicles, special studies, land, buildings, road construction, and
other items with a cost of $5,000 or more, are reviewed together and prioritized
over a six-year timeframe. In developing the CIP, the Committee takes into
account the Town's expense and revenue trends, levels of population, and
forecasted growth. The purpose of the CIP is to stabilize tax rates by reducing
sharp fluctuations in the town budget from year to year.
To prepare the CIP, the CIP Committee requested that all department
heads submit their anticipated capital expenditures for the next six years and
meet with the Committee to review their proposals. Each request was assigned
a priority level of Urgent, Necessary, Desirable, or Deferrable. The Committee
put all of the proposals down on paper to see the impact of completing all of
them in the time frame proposed by the department heads. Finally, the
Committee attempted to reorganize the projects, based on priority, to form a
realistic plan.

The Committee's recommendations

year were presented to
members, who decided which ones to
include in the 2008 budget. The voters at Town Meeting have the ultimate say
in determining which projects will be completed and which will not. The CIP
Committee will meet again next Fall to begin the process all over again.
for the current

the Selectmen and Budget Committee

In addition to

the benefits outlined above,

it

is

important to note that

NH

law

development using growth management
controls, provided the Town has adopted a Master Plan and a CIP. Having an
up-to-date CIP allowed the Town to adopt the Growth Management ordinance
allows

that

is

municipalities

currently

to

regulate

in effect.

The CIP Committee recommended

the following projects for 2008:

Police Department Vehicles

Ambulance
Fire

Department Vehicle

Highway Cold Storage Building

TOTAL

HOME HEALTHCARE, HOSPICE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
REPORT TO THE TOWN OF FITZWILLIAM
JANUARY 1 2007 TO DECEMBER 31 2007
,

,

ANNUAL REPORT
In

2007,

Home

to provide

The

Healthcare, Hospice and Community Services (HCS) continued
care and community services to the residents of Fitzwilliam.

home

following information represents

HCS's

activities in

your community over

the past twelve months.

SERVICE REPORT

SERVICES PROVIDED

SERVICES OFFERED
Nursing
Physical Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Speech Therapy
Medical Social Worker
Child Health and Prenatal Care

Homemaker Hours

Home

Health Aide

Meals-On-Wheels

1

734 Visits
202 Visits
50 Visits
37 Visits
44 Visits
20 Hours
302 Hours
413 Visits
,052 Meals

Health Promotion Clinics

1

Total Unduplicated Residents Served:

Clinic

74

Hospice services and regularly scheduled "Nurse

Is In" clinics

are also available

to residents.

FINANCIAL REPORT
The

actual cost of

all

services provided

in

2007 with

all

funding sources

is

projected to be $228,449.00.

These services have been supported

to the greatest extent possible by
Medicare, Medicaid, other insurances, grants and patient fees. Services that
were not covered by other funding have been supported by your town.

For 2008

we

request a

at the current level

Thank you

for

total

appropriation of $2,040.00 to continue

and $631 .00

for the

Meals-On-Wheels program.

you consideration.

96

home care
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REPORT OF THE MONADNOCK ADVISORY COMMISSION

The Monadnock Advisory Commission was created by State Statute
and is charged to advise and guide the Department of Resources and
Economic Development on the management of State lands and leased lands on
Monadnock, Gap and Little Monadnock mountains.
The Commission voted to allow and support an ecological research
project on Monadnock by Antioch University.
Headed by Peter Palmietto, a
Forest Ecologist, the project goals are to research and inventory plant
communities and ecosystems, and study the long term effects of climate; then
to communicate these findings to the public. This will be an ongoing project to
gain substantial scientific information.

The new Dublin Trailhead parking
result of

Forestry Foundation,

NH

a portable

SPNHF

toilet

lot

and

trailhead relocation

have

a multi-year effort between SPNHF, New England
Parks and the Town of Dublin. Information kiosks and

been completed as a

have been installed.
Rangers have been

Iron
installed by the Division of Parks and
cooperatively at the following trailheads; Dublin, Old Toll Road, North

and South Gap Mountain, Rhododendron State Park, and Monadnock State
Park headquarters. These are signed to accept required fees or donations with
explanations as to how the money is to be used. Iron Rangers have been
successful in acquiring revenue when no staff is present.
The Jaffrey Planning Board approved a lot line adjustment to SPNHF
its Poole lot, which will allow for a land swap for the State Gay lot.
This is
proposed in the Monadnock Master Plan.
Monadnock State Park Manager, Andrew Zboray, reported annual
day use attendance at 70,638 at headquarters, 11,214 at other trailheads,

for

campers

at 9,084.

Respectfully submitted.

Ann

L.

Royce,

2008

REPORT OF SENATOR MOLLY

As your State Senator,

I

am

opportunity to serve you. This report

M.

KELLY

again honored and privileged to have the
will bring you up to date on important

New Hampshire Senate affecting you, as residents of Fitzwilliam.
While
serve on the Capital Budget, Education, Executive
Departments and Administration, and Transportation and Interstate Cooperation
committees in the Senate, there are some specific issues on which the Senate
will focus during the current legislative session: costing an adequate education,
strengthening the New Hampshire Retirement System, providing broadband
service, improving access to healthcare and housing, and addressing highway
funding and our statewide transportation infrastructure, as well as improving job
issues

in

the

I

opportunities.

Last session, the Senate concentrated on several key issues
important to the citizens of New Hampshire: helping working families by
increasing the minimum wage; protecting our citizens' health by implementing a
smoking ban in restaurants and bars, increasing access to health care by
supporting expanded eligibility to health insurance, protecting New Hampshire's

and open spaces by increasing funding of the Land and Heritage
Investment Program, adopting consumer protections for individuals facing
foreclosure and reducing the dropout rate in our high schools by raising the age
of compulsory attendance. We also passed a fiscally responsible state budget
for the FY 2008-2009 biennium that meets the needs of our most vulnerable
citizens without a sales or income tax.
In FY 2007, the Town of Fitzwilliam received a total of $1,477,131 in
Education Grants; $86,231 in Highway Block Grants; $88,050 from the Meals &
Rooms Tax distribution and $29,615 in Revenue Sharing.
would be happy to hear from you on any of the topics above, or
other issues of concern. If you wish to contact me about these or any other
matters might assist you with, please call me at (603) 271-7803 or email me at
molly.kellv® leg. state. nh. us
special places

I

I

.

Respectfully submitted,

Molly Kelly
District

10

Tyler and

Hannah Coppo
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2007 REPORT OF NORTHEAST RESOURCE

RECOVERY ASSOC.

The Northeast Resource Recovery Association (NRRA) is the "first-in-themember-owned non-profit recycling cooperative. As a member of this

nation",

old organization, you have worked with other municipalities and
businesses to help each other and the NRRS staff to:
Maximize recycling revenues

27 year

cutting edge information
Reduce disposal costs
Reduce global warming emissions
Access expert technical assistance

Share

This past year, NRRA members successfully moved over 67,991 tons
over 1308 tons each week) of thirty different types of recyclables to
market! This is your cooperative - member based and member driven.
encourage you to become more active, whether through NRRA programs to
market your recyclables, attending monthly marketing committee meetings,
taking advantage of "strength in numbers" with NRRA's cooperative purchasing
program or by attending the 2008 NRRA Annual Conference and Expo on June
(that's

We

9"^&10'^

On

behalf of the Board of Trustees,

look fonward to working with you

your continued recycling

in

NRRS

staff

and over 375 members, we

the coming year and thank you again for

efforts.

Sincerely,

NRRA

Staff

^ -x-^mr^*
Albert F. Wilson's Stone
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TOWN OF FITZWILLIAM
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
MARCH 13 2007
The Annual meeting opened at 1 1am by Moderator William Prigge. The empty
The first voter was Denise Nolan. Assistant
ballot box was displayed.
Moderator, Winston Wright was in charge for the remainder of the day. Voter
turn out was steady for most of the day. We had a total of 499 voters. It was a
warm day and people were glad that was nice outside. The polls closed at
it

7pm.

ARTICLE

1

Selectman

.

(3

The

following

is

the results of voting on Article

Year Term)

Carmen M Yon*

396

Treasurer (3 Year Term)

Mary Tommila* (Write

41

in)

Fireward (3 Year Term)
Charline (Wendy) Carney*

435

Supervisor of Checklist (3 Year Term)
423
Natasha Michelson*

Budget Committee Member
Winthrop Brown 11*

(2

Year Term)
417

Budget Committee Member

(3

Year Term)
368
337

Martin Nolan*

Frank Bateman*
Trustee of Trust Funds

(1

James N Noyes*

Year Term)
402

Trustee of Trust Funds (3 Year Term)
422
Curtis T Hamilton*
Planning Board Member (3 Year Term)
Suzanne Gray*
371

Macreay Landy*

332

Cemetery Commissioner
Gregory Mattson*
Trustee of Library
Barbara Green*

(1

(3

Year Term)
41

Year Term)
426

100
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ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES

Continued

-

Trustee of Librat7 (3 Year Term)
Cathie Talbert*
385
Rita Nirenberg*
328

Commissioners of Plante Memorial Park
(1 Year Term)
Bruce Crowell*
351
Gregory Mattson*
368
Edwin O Mattson Jr*
4
(Write

*

In)

Elected to Office

ARTICLE

2.

Are you

favor of

in

amending the

Fitzwilliam

Land Use Code as

follows?

Amend

Article IV,

Chapter 127, Cluster Development Overlay

District,

Section

Cluster Standards to clarify and strengthen the ordinance by: changing
the minimum requirement for rear and side yard setbacks to match the existing

16

B.,

setback requirements for all structures
add new dimensional requirements
structures

(36

feet);

to

match

in

the Residential and Rural Districts; to

for

existing

lot

coverage (15%)and height

requirements

for

all

structures

of
in

Residential and Rural districts; to add a subdivision boundary setback (100
feet); to require a natural buffer at the entrance to a cluster development; and to

add a reference to subdivision
Voted in the affirmative.

Yes

ARTICLE

3.

Are you

in

street layout

No

314
favor of

and requirements.

167

amending the

Fitzwilliam

Land Use Code as

follows?

Amend
the

Article V,

number

of

Chapter 127, Hammerhead Lots, Section19 D.
lots created so it reads as follows:

(1) to restrict

hammerhead

November 1, 1989 may not be further
Any major subdivision approved after
March 13, 2007 may not include a hammerhead lot. In all districts, the Planning
Board, in its sole discretion, when exercising its subdivision regulation authority
on all other lots of record, may permit the creation of not more than one (1)
hammerhead lot per subdivision.

Any minor

subdivision approved after

subdivided using a

Voted

in

hammerhead

lot.

the affirmative.

Yes

ARTICLE

4.

Are you

in

296

favor of

No

amending the

follows?

101
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Fitzwilliam

Land Use Code as

2007

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES - Continued

Article IX, Chapter 127, Section 39.1 K. of the Growth Management
Ordinance to remove the sunset clause and strengthen the findings clause to
read as follows:

Amend

K. Effective Dates
This ordinance amendment becomes effective upon adoption. The Planning
Board shall annually review the need for the ordinance, including but not limited
to population growth in the region and regional and community development,
and send a status report to the Board of Selectmen by January 1 of each year
the ordinance is in effect concerning growth and the progress Fitzwilliam has
made toward improving its capital facilities. Findings will be updated with
census figures as available. If the Planning Board finds that the capital facilities

needs have been resolved, then it shall make a recommendation for rescission
However, if any school in the Monadnock Regional School
District attended by Fitzwilliam students is at an enrollment of 90%, or greater,

of this ordinance.

as determined by the Monadnock Regional
School District School Board, then the Planning Board may recommend the
continuance of the Ordinance.
Voted in the affirmative.
No 154
302
Yes
of the capacity of that school,

ARTICLE

5.

Are you

in

favor of

amending the

Fitzwilliam

Land Use Code as

follows?

Amend

Article VII,

28.1, 31.2,
A.

Chapter 127, Signs and Advertising Devices, Sections 28,

and 33, as

Amend

follows:

Section 28 by clarifying the general purpose of the Article and

to support the provisions of the

2004

Fitzwilliam

Master Plan.

C.

Amend Section 28.1 to expand the present definitions section to
make the Ordinance more specific.
Amend Section 31 .2 to clarify the requirements for signs within the

D.

Add a new Section 33

B.

Historic District.

Voted

in

Yes

to the Flag,

and seconded

to

No

311

The evening meeting opened
by the salute

to graphically depict freestanding signs.

the affirmative.

at 7:25

pm

150

by Moderator, William Prigge followed
A motion was made

and prayer by Rev Lynda Tolton.

waive the reading of the entire warrant

at this time.

6. Selectman Thomas Parker made a motion and it was seconded
accept the reports of Agents, Committees and Officers, heretofore chosen.
He commented on the fact that this year's town report was dedicated to Joseph
Tardiff who passed away in November 2006, and Thomas Lacey who passed
away in August 2006. Mr Parker read a list of deceased persons for the year
2006. Some of them had served the town in various capacities.
Article passed as written.

ARTICLE
to

102
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7. Chairman of the Budget Committee Carl Hagstrom III made a
motion and it was seconded, to raise and appropriate the sum of
$1,631,035.00 for general municipal operations. NOTE: This warrant article
(operating budget) does not include appropriations voted in any other warrant
articles. Article was voted in the affirmative.

ARTICLE

8. Highway Agent Gene Cuomo made a motion and it was seconded
and appropriate the sum of $215,500 to repair and maintain roads
(including but not limited to preparation and paving). Article was voted in the

ARTICLE
to raise

affirmative.

ARTICLE

9.

Selectman Thomas Parker made a motion and

rescind the authority given to the Board of Selectmen by

was seconded to
ARTICLE #18 at the
it

2005 Annual Meeting authorizing the selectmen to buy and sell under
provisions of RSA 41 :14-a. Selectman Parker explained that the present Board
would like town meeting to decide to sell any property that comes up for sale.
This article

was voted

in

the affirmative.

10. Selectman Michael Methe made a motion and it was seconded
see if the town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to implement a
fee schedule for the use of the ambulance. Mike spoke about the fact that the
committee that was chosen last year had met and was in agreement about the
fee schedule.
At this time Moderator Prigge recused himself and George
Chapman was Moderator Pro Tem for this article only. Several people spoke
about the article. Fire Chief, William Prigge gave the history of the rescue and
ambulance service in Fitzwilliam. A petition of 7 voters was received to have
this be a ballot vote. The results of the voting for this article were:
Yes 28 and No 1 18, 1 blank ballot. This article was defeated.

ARTICLE
to

Robert Newcombe made a motion and it was seconded to
postpone this article since Article 10 was defeated this article was
Motion passed. For the purpose of having a record of this
not necessary.
article it read:To see if the Town will vote to create an Ambulance Revolving
Fund pursuant to RSA 31:95-h. 100% of the money received from fees and
charges for ambulance service shall be deposited into the fund and allowed to
accumulate from year to year, and shall not be considered to be part of the
town's general fund unreserved fund balance. Up to 50% of these funds may be
used for operating expenditures and the remaining 50% for the purchase and
equipping of an ambulance and equipment. The town treasurer shall have
custody of all monies in the fund, and shall pay out the same only upon order of
the Board of Selectmen (no further approval required). These funds may be
expended only for operating and capital expenses of the Ambulance
Department as stated in RSA 31:95-h, and no expenditure shall be made in
such a way as to require the expenditure of other town funds which have not

ARTICLE

11.

indefinitely

been appropriated

ARTICLE
the town

purpose.

made a motion and was seconded to see
sum of $10,000 to be added to
Reserve Fund created by ARTICLE #21 of the 1998 Annual Meeting

12.
will

the Capital

for that

Edwin Mattson,

Jr

it

vote to raise and appropriate the

for the

purchase and equipping

Article

was voted

in

of

an ambulance.

the affirmative.
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Continued

Selectman Carmen Yon made a motion and it was seconded to
for the Elderly under the provisions of RSA 72:39-a from
property tax in the Town of Fitzwilliam, based on assessed value, for qualified
taxpayers, to be as follows: for a person 65 years of age up to 75 years,
$25,000; for a person 75 years of age up to 80 years, $50,000; for a person 80
years of age or older, $100,000. To qualify, the person must have been a New
Hampshire resident for at least 3 consecutive years, own the real estate
individually or jointly, or if the real estate is owned by such person's spouse,
they must have been married to each other for at least 5 consecutive years. In
addition, the taxpayer must have a net income of not more than $25,000 or, if
married, a combined net income of not more than $35,000; and own assets not
in excess of $60,000? Article was voted in the affirmative.

ARTICLE

13.

modify the Exemption

ARTICLE

14,

Selectman Carmen Yon made a motion and

it

was seconded

to

rescind the provisions of RSA 72:66 for a property tax exemption on real
property equipped with a wind powered energy system? Poll of the house vote
resulted
Article

YES

in

71

was voted

in

NO 44.
the affirmative.

Selectman Carmen Yon made a motion and it was seconded to
RSA 72:62 for an exemption for property tax purposes
from the assessed value of real property equipped with a solar energy system?

ARTICLE

15.

rescind the provisions of

This article

was voted

in

the negative.

Water District
and appropriate the sum of
$10,000 for the Fitzwilliam Village Water District, said funds to be used
exclusively for partial payment for construction work required to meet the
requirements of the Uranium in Water Rule of the United States Environmental
Protection Agency with said worl< to be approved as meeting those
requirements by the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services.

ARTICLE 16. John
made a motion and

After

much

Fitzwilliam

it

Commissioner

was seconded

discussion about this article

of the Village

to raise

it

was voted

in

the negative.

Selectman Thomas Parker made a motion and it was seconded
will vote to dissolve the Expendable Trust for the Town Hall,
Village Fire Station and Library Sprinkler System created by ARTICLE #22 of
the 2000 Annual Town Meeting, with all accumulated funds to lapse to the
General Fund Balance. Article was voted in the affirmative.

ARTICLE
to

see

if

17.

the town

Funds made a motion and it
see if the town will vote to correct the wording on ARTICLE
#20 of the 2006 Annual Town Meeting that authorized an appropriation of
$10,000 to be added to the Police Vehicle Capital Reserve Fund. As written
and passed, the Article references ARTICLE #15 of the 1991 Annual Town
Meeting, where the correct reference should be ARTICLE #15 of the 1995
Annual Town Meeting. Article voted in the affirmative.

ARTICLE 18.
was seconded

Funds made a motion and it
see if the town will vote to dissolve the Capital Reserve Fund
the Police Department Vehicle as created by ARTICLE #19 at the 1991

ARTICLE

19.

was seconded
for

Curtis Hamilton, Trustee of Trust

to

Curtis Hamilton, Trustee of Trust
to
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Annual Town Meeting, with
Balance. Article voted

in

all

accumulated funds

to lapse to the

General Fund

the affirmative.

20. Chief of Police Bruce Newton made a motion and it was
seconded to see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$10,139 to be added to the Police Vehicle Capital Reserve Fund created by
ARTICLE #15 at the 1995 Annual Town Meeting, said appropriation to be
funded by withdrawing $139 from the 2006 General Fund Balance with the
balance to be funded by taxation. Article voted in the affirmative.

ARTICLE

Selectman Thomas Parker made a motion and it was seconded
will vote to dissolve the Capital Reserve Fund for painting the
Town Hall created by ARTICLE #18 of the 1996 Annual Town Meeting. This
capital reserve fund has a balance of $0.00. Article voted in the affirmative.

ARTICLE
to

see

if

21

.

the town

Selectman Thomas Parker made a motion and it was seconded
will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 to be
to the Town Hall and Tower Painting Expendable Trust Fund created by
ARTICLE #15 of the 2003 Annual Town Meeting. Article voted in the

ARTICLE
see
added

to

if

22.

the town

affirmative.

Selectman Parker made a motion and it was seconded to see if
vote to dissolve the Police Garage Capital Reserve Fund created
by ARTICLE #18 of the 1998 Annual Town Meeting, with all accumulated funds
to lapse to the General Fund Balance. Selectman Parker told the town meeting
at this time that Chief Newton would be retiring in June and he was given a

ARTICLE
the town

23.

will

standing ovation. Article voted

in

the affirmative.

24. Selectman Thomas Parker made a motion and it was seconded
see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $40,327 to create an
Expendable Trust Fund under the provisions of RSA 31:19-a, for the purpose of
designing, site preparation and construction of a Police Station that may be
combined with municipal offices, and further name the Board of Selectmen as
agents to expend from said fund in the best interest of the town, said
appropriation to be funded by withdrawing $40,327 from the 2006 General Fund
Balance. Poll of the house vote resulted in:
YES 73 NO 40. Article voted in the affirmative.

ARTICLE
to

25. Police Chief Bruce Nev\rton made a motion and it was seconded
see the Town will vote to repeal the "Public Drinking Ordinance passed at
the Annual Town Meeting of March 11, 1986 and enact an "Open Container
Ordinance" as follows:
"In accordance with the provisions of RSA 41:11, no person shall
consume any alcoholic beverage or possess any open container having
alcoholic beverages therein, as defined in RSA 175:1, upon any public way,
highway sidewalk. Common, parking area, public building, public park, or public
recreation area in the Town of Fitzwilliam, N.H., without a permit from the Board

ARTICLE
to

of

be

if

Selectmen. Any person who violates the provisions of this ordinance shall
guilty of a violation and punishable by a fine not more than One Hundred

Dollars ($100.00)"

Article voted in the affirmative.
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Selectman Michael Methe made a motion and it was seconded
will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $12,500 to be
to the Town Buildings Maintenance and Repair Expendable Trust Fund
created by ARTICLE #24 of the 2005 Town Meeting, The Selectmen propose
the following projects for 2007; replace one of the burners at town hall, repair
erosion at the pole barn and resurface the area at the pole barn.

ARTICLE
see
added
to

if

26.

the town

Article voted in the affirmative.

ARTICLE

27. Assistant Fire Chief Ed Mattson Jr made a motion and it was
seconded to see
the town will vote to raise and appropriate $40,000 to be
added to the Capital Reserve Fund created by ARTICLE #11 of the 1969
if

for the purchase of a fire department vehicle. It was noted that
should read "Expendable Fund" and not Capital Reserve Fund. Article
voted in the affirmative with the correction.

Annual Meeting
this

ARTICLE

28. Eleanor VanderHaegen a member of the Conservation
Commission made a motion and was seconded to see the town will vote to
raise and appropriate the sum of $15,000 to be added to the Conservation Land
Expendable Trust Fund created by Article #19 of the 2005 Annual Town
it

Meeting. Article voted

ARTICLE

29,

seconded

to

in

if

the affirmative.

Highway Agent Gene Cuomo made a motion and it was
the town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to
enter into a three year lease agreement for up to $92,500 for the purpose of
leasing a backhoe for the use of the Highway Department, and to raise and
appropriate the sum of up to $33,000 for the first year's payment for that
purpose, or take any action thereon. This lease agreement contains an escape
see

if

clause. Article voted

in

the affirmative.

ARTICLE

Highway Agent Gene Cuomo made a motion and
30.
was
seconded to see the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,500
to make improvements to the transfer station. Article voted in the affirmative.
it

if

ARTICLE

31

seconded

to

Cemetery Commissioner John Greer made a motion and it was
see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000
to install a granite sign and complete the fencing project at the Pine Grove
Cemetery, said appropriation to be funded by authorizing the Board of
Selectmen to withdraw $5,000 from the Pine Grove Capital Reserve Fund.
Article

voted

ARTICLE

.

in

the affirmative.

Selectman Thomas Parker made a motion to amend the article
see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $65,000
to be added to the Reassessment Capital Reserve created by ARTICLE #17 of
the 1995 Annual Town Meeting, and to name the Board of Selectmen as
agents to expend from said fund in the best interest of the town.
Carol
Beckwith made a motion and it was seconded to move to table this article until
a future date, Tuesday April 10'^ at 7PM. A poll of the house vote resulted in
YES 42 and NO 53. Motion was defeated. The amendment was passed in the
32.

to read: to

affirmative.
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-

33. Terry Silverman Planning Board

was seconded

to

see

if

the town

Chairman made a motion and

it

vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
Master Plan Expendable Trust Fund created

will

$10,000 to be added to the Town
by ARTICLE #30 of the 2005 Annual Town Meeting.

Article

voted

in

the

affirmative.

Highway Agent Gene Cuomo made a motion and it was
34.
seconded to see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,000
to be added to the Capital Reserve Fund created by ARTICLE #16 of the 1997

ARTICLE

Annual Town Meeting
Article

voted

in

for the

purchase

of

a fork

lift

at the Transfer Station.

the affirmative.

35. Selectman Michael Methe made a motion and it was seconded
see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000 to create
an Expendable Trust Fund under the provisions of RSA 31:19-a, for the
purpose of tearing down the old power station at the Highway Department and
developing plans and specifications, site preparation and construction of a cold
storage building for the Highway Department, and to further name the Board of
Selectmen as agents to expend from said fund in the best interest of the town.

ARTICLE
to

Article

voted

ARTICLE

in

36.

the affirmative.

Edwin

O

Mattson

Jr,

Assistant Fire Chief

made a motion and

it

was seconded to see the town will vote to allow the Fire Department to place
a commemorative monument at Plante Memorial Park. Deputy Fire Chief
Nancy Carney spoke about a monument that would be in memory of
if

firefighters.

Article

voted

in

the affirmative.

ARTICLE

Eleanor Vandenhaegen Chairman of the
37.
(By Petition)
Conservation Committee made a motion and it was seconded to see if the
Town will vote to convey conservation easements on the Town Forests known
as the Widow Gage Town Forest Map 13, Lot 7 and the Katie Metzger Town
Forest Map 9, Lot 18 and Lot 19; Map 10, Lot 19 to the Monadnock
Conservancy, a regional land conservation trust, or with a similar qualified
organization.
These easements will assure permanent
conservation
enforceable protection for the Fitzwilliam Town Forests. The Town will retain
ownership. Article voted in the affirmative.
(By Petition) David Kenney made a motion and it was seconded
of Fitzwilliam will adopt the provision of RSA 72:28, II for an
optional veterans tax credit and an expanded qualifying war service for veterans
seeking the exemption. The optional veterans tax credit is five hundred dollars

ARTICLE
to

see

if

38.

the

Town

($500.00) rather than one hundred dollars ($100.00).
Selectman Carmen Yon stated some facts about the

now

cost the town and the

voted

in

amount

that

it

will

of money that
new amount. Article

amount

cost with the

it

the affirmative.

(By Petition) Carol Beckwith made a motion and it was
see if the town will go on record in support of effective actions by
the President and the Congress to address the issue of climate change which
is increasingly harmful to the environment and economy of New Hampshire and

ARTICLE

39.

seconded

to

to the future well being of the people of Fitzwilliam.
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2)

-

Continued

Establishment of a national program requiring reductions of U.S.
greenhouse gas emissions while protecting the U.S. economy.
Creation of a major national research initiative to foster rapid
development of sustainable energy technologies thereby stimulating
new jobs and investment.

the town of Fitzwilliam encourages New Hampshire citizens to work
emission reductions within their communities, and we ask our Selectmen to
consider the appointment of a voluntary energy committee to recommend local
steps to save energy and reduce emissions.
In addition,

for

of the vote on this article shall be transmitted to the New Hampshire
Congressional Delegation, to the President of the United States, and to
declared candidates for those offices.
Article voted in the affirmative.

The record

The meeting adjourned

at

12:10am

Respectfully submitted,

Jane R Wright,

CTC

Clerk of Fitzwilliam
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THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
TOWN OF FITZWILLIAM

TOWN WARRANT 2008
Town

of Fitzwilliam, in the County of Cheshire, in said
town affairs, you are hereby notified to meet at the
Town Hall in said Fitzwilliam on Tuesday, the 1 1"^ of March next at seven (7:00)
o'clock in the afternoon to act on the following subjects:

To

the inhabitants of the

State, qualified to vote

in

1. To bring in your votes for the election of one Selectman for three
one Moderator for two years; one Town Clerk for three years; one
Fireward for three years; one Fireward for two years; one Supervisor of the
Checklist for 6 years; two Budget Committee Members for three years; one
Budget Committee Member for one year; two Planning Board Members for
three years; one Cemetery Commissioner for three years; two Trustees of the
Library for three years; one Trustee of the Trust Funds for three years; and
three Commissioners of Plante Memorial Park for one year.

ARTICLE
years;

ARTICLE

2.

Are you

in

favor of

repealing Chapter 119-1 of the

amending the

Code

of the

Fitzwilliam

Town

Land Use Code by
and replacing it

of Fitzwilliam

with Chapter 127, Article IV, Overlay Districts, Section 127-16.3, Historic
District

with

Overlay Ordinance, a comprehensive ordinance that
674:46 (1983)?

is in

compliance

RSA

No

Yes

(Recommended by
Note:

In

1969, the

Town

the Planning Board)

of Fitzwilliam voted to create a Historic District

in the town, and in
1970, the town adopted what became Chapter 119-1 of the Town Code,
which established and defined the Historic District of Fitzwilliam. In 1983,
the New Hampshire legislature revised statutes pertaining to historic
districts, and the adoption of this amendment would put the language of

Commission charged

with defining a historic district

the town ordinance

conformance with state

in

statutes.

The proposed

ordinance does not change the boundaries of the current Historic District
or the purpose and scope of the Historic District Commission. Please see
the supplemental section of the Town Report for the complete ordinance.

Fitzwilliam Land Use Code by
General Uses, Section 127-8 E., entitled
Livestock Keeping, and replacing it with the following ordinance?

ARTICLE

3.

Are you

in

favor of

amending the

repealing Chapter 127, Article

III,

127-8 E. Livestock Keeping. Livestock as defined in RSA 427:33 II, is
in the Town of Fitzwilliam in accordance with the Department of
Agriculture's Best Management Practices and the UNH Cooperative
Extension Housing and Space Guidelines for Livestock.
permitted

No

Yes

(Recommended by

the Planning Board)
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ARTICLE

4.

To hear and

-

continued

act

upon the reports

of Agents,

Committees and

Officers, heretofore

chosen.

ARTICLE 5. To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the budget
committee recommended sum of $ 1,731,327 for general municipal operations,
or take any action thereon. NOTE: This warrant article (operating budget) does
not include appropriations voted in any other warrant articles. (Recommended
by Budget Committee, Recommended by Board of Selectmen)
ARTICLE 6. (By Petition) To see the town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $15,000 to be added to the Conservation Land Expendable Trust
Fund created by ARTICLE #19 of the 2005 Annual Town Meeting, or take any
action thereon. (Not Recommended by Budget Committee, Not Recommended
if

by Board of Selectmen)

ARTICLE

7. (By Petition) To see if the town will vote to authorize the Board of
Selectmen to implement a fee schedule for the use of the ambulance, or take
any action thereon.

8. (By Petition) To see if the Town will vote to create an Ambulance
Revolving Fund pursuant to RSA 31:95-h. 100% of the money received from
fees and charges for ambulance service shall be deposited into the fund and
allowed to accumulate from year to year, and shall not be considered to be part
of the town's general fund unreserved fund balance. Up to 50% of these funds
may be used for operating expenditures and the remaining 50% for the
purchase and equipping of an ambulance and equipment. The town treasurer
shall have custody of all monies in the fund, and shall pay out the same only
upon order of the Board of Selectmen (no further approval required). These
funds may be expended only for operating and capital expenses of the
Ambulance Department as stated in RSA 31:95-h, and no expenditure shall be
made in such a way as to require the expenditure of other town funds which
have not been appropriated for that purpose.

ARTICLE

ARTICLE 9. To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$8,200 for engineering and plans for road work to deal with water drainage
problems on Upper Troy Road, or take any action thereon. (Recommended by
Budget Committee, Recommended by Board of Selectmen)
ARTICLE

10. To see
the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$200,000 to repair and maintain roads (including but not limited to preparation
and paving), or take any action thereon.
(Recommended by Budget
Committee, Recommended by Board of Selectmen)
if
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ARTICLE

1

.

-

continued

Shall the town vote to modify the

the provisions of

RSA

Exemption

72:39-a from property tax

in

the

for the Elderly

Town

under

of Fitzwilliam,

based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, to be as follows: for a person
65 years of age up to 75 years, $30,000; for a person 75 years of age up to 80
years, $60,000; for a person 80 years of age or older, $120,000. To qualify, the
person must have been a New Hampshire resident for at least 3 consecutive
years, own the real estate individually or jointly, or if the real estate is owned by
such person's spouse, they must have been married to each other for at least 5
consecutive years. In addition, the taxpayer must have a net income of not
more than $25,000 or, if married, a combined net income of not more than
$35,000; and own assets not in excess of $60,000?

ARTICLE

12.

$250,000

to

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
purchase and equip a tanker truck for the use of the fire
department; said appropriation to be funded by authorizing the Board of
Selectmen to accept and expend a Homeland Security Grant in the amount of
$237,500, with the balance of said appropriation in the amount of $12,500 to be
funded by current taxation or take any action thereon. (Recommended by
Budget Committee, Recommended by Board of Selectmen)

ARTICLE

13. To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$21,000 to purchase a defibulator; for the use of the Fire Department
Ambulance, said appropriation to be funded by authorizing the Board of
Selectmen to accept and expend a donation from the Fitzwilliam Fire
Department Inc in the amount of $10,500, with the balance of said
appropriation in the amount of $10,500 to be funded by current taxation, or take
any action thereon. (Recommended by Budget Committee, Recommended by
Board of Selectmen)

ARTICLE

14. To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$12,000 to purchase computers and related software for use of the Police
Department and to pay for related installation/set up costs, and further to
authorize the selectmen to accept and expend any grants monies that may
become available for this purpose, or take any action thereon. (Recommended
by Budget Committee, Recommended by Board of Selectmen)

ARTICLE

15. To see
the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$26,000 to be added to the Town Buildings Maintenance and Repair
Expendable Trust Fund created by ARTICLE #24 of the 2005 Town I\/leeting, or
take any action thereon. The Selectmen propose the following projects for
2008; Town Hall electrical upgrades, replace Police Department door, repairs to

the Village

if

Cemetery shed, replace carpet in the Town Hall. (Recommended
Recommended by Board of Selectmen)

by Budget Committee,

ARTICLE

16. To see
the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$10,000 to be added to the Town Master Plan Expendable Trust Fund created
by ARTICLE #30 of the 2005 Annual Town Meeting, or take any action thereon.
(Recommended by Budget Committee, Recommended by Board of Selectmen)
if
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ARTICLE 17.
sum of $10,000
take

any

To see

-

if

continued

the town

will

vote to raise and appropriate the

to rebuild a portion of the stonewall at the Village

action

thereon.

Recommended by Board

of

(Recommended

by

Budget

Cemetery, or
Committee,

Selectmen)

18. To see if the town will vote to dissolve the SCBA (Self Contained
Breathing Apparatus) Expendable Trust Fund created by ARTICLE #25 of the
2005 Annual Town Meeting, with all accumulated funds, including interest, to
lapse to the General Fund Balance, or take any action thereon.

ARTICLE

the town will vote to raise and appropriate up to the sum
19. To see
$17,200 (this sum represents the funds from the dissolved SCBA
Expendable Trust Fund plus any interest that might be attributable to the SelfContained Breathing Apparatus Expendable Trust Fund for the period from

ARTICLE

if

of

December

2007 through the date of the closing of said Fund), said
added to the Fire Department Expendable Trust Fund
created by ARTICLE #20 of the 2004 Annual Town Meeting for the purpose of
purchasing protective clothing (bunker gear) and pagers for the use of the Fire
31,

appropriation to be

Department, said appropriation to be funded by withdrawing up to $17,200 from
2008 General Fund Balance, or take any action thereon. (Recommended
by Budget Committee, Recommended by Board of Selectmen)

the

20. To see
the town will vote to amend the purpose of the Fire
Department Expendable Trust Fund created by ARTICLE #20 of the 2004
Annual Town Meeting, for the purpose of purchasing protective clothing (bunker
gear) and pagers, to include the purchase of Self Contained Breathing
Apparatus (SCBA), so that said Expendable Trust Fund may be used for the
purchase of Self Contained Breathing Apparatus, protective clothing (bunker
gear) and pagers for use of the Fire Department, or take any action thereon.

ARTICLE

if

(2/3 majority vote required)
will vote to discontinue an approximate 400
Road, running from Derby Mill Road to the former
Royalston Road and abutting Tax Map 2 Lot 25 and Tax Map 2 Lot 06-01 said
section of roadway having been replaced by a newly laid-out and established
section of Royalston Road at the location in 1987, or take any action thereon.

ARTICLE

21.

To see

if

the town

foot section of Royalston

,

ARTICLE 22. To see
Town Treasurer rather

the town will vote to authorize the appointment of the
than the election of the Town Treasurer, in accordance
with RSA 41:26-e, or take any action thereon. In the event the vote on this
article is in the affirmative, the appointment of the Town Treasurer would take
place after the close of the business meeting of the Town in 2009, in
accordance with RSA 41 :26-e and RSA 669:17-d.
the town will vote to designate the Katie Metzer Town
23. To see
Tax Map 9 Lot 1 8 and Tax Map 1 Lot 1 9, a Town Forest in accordance

ARTICLE
Forest,
with

if

RSA 31

if

:

1 1

0, or

take any action thereon.
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ARTICLE

To see

24.

"Resolved:

if

-

continued

the town

We

will

vote to approve the following resolution:

the citizens of Fitzwilliam,

NH

believe

in

a

New

Hampshire that is just and fair. The property tax has become unjust
and unfair. State leaders who take a pledge for no new taxes
perpetuate higher and higher property taxes. We call on our State
Representatives, our State Senator and our Governor to reject the
"Pledge", have an open discussion covering all options, and adopt a
revenue system that lowers property taxes."

GIVEN UNDER
thousand and

our hands

this 14"

day

eight.

Carmen M, Yon, ChaiiTWi
j

/),

.,

--n.

Michael A. Methe

Thomas

F.

J

'

Parker

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
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Supplemental Section.
Article IV, Section 127-16.3, Historic District Overlay

Ordinance
Authority The Town of Fitzwilliam voted to establish, lay out and
define the Historic District of Fitzwilliam at the annual town meeting
on March 10, 1970. In describing the existing boundaries of the
.

ordinance incorporates the four amendments

made to the
This ordinance, to be adopted in
accordance with RSA 674:46 (1983), outlines the authority of the
District and provides the legal framework for all decisions made by
the Historic District Commission.
District, this

original

layout of the District.

This section shall be known as the Fitzwilliam Historic District
Overlay. The regulations in this section shall overlay and supplement
the regulations in this chapter, and shall be considered part of the

Zoning Ordinance for purposes of administration and appeals under
state law. If any provision of this section differs or appears to conflict
with any provision of the Zoning Ordinance or other ordinance or
regulation, the provision imposing the greater restriction or more
stringent standard shall be controlling.

Purpose The Historic District Overlay is created to preserve and
safeguard the heritage of the Town of Fitzwilliam by:
1
Preserving structures and places of historic and architectural
.

value;
2.

Preserving a
of

its

district in

cultural, social,

the municipality which reflects elements

economic,

political

and

3.

Conserving property values;

4.

Fostering civic beauty; and,
Maintaining the existing architecture of the

5.

Boundaries

Map

architectural history;

district.

The Historic District is bounded on the East by Tax
15/ Lots 30, 31, 9-4, 9-3, 9-2, 33, Tax Map 39/Lots 29 and 30,
Map 32/Lot 42, Tax Map 34/Lots 5 and 1, Tax Map 15, Lot 60
.

Tax
and Tax Map

Lots 44 and 59; on the
and 11-1; on the West by
3-1 and 1; on the South by Tax Map 15,
Tax Map 30/Lots 5, 6 and 9, Tax Map 1 1/
and Tax Map 1 1/ Lots 41 42, 59.
1

1/

30, 9, 10, 11-2

North by Tax

Map

15/ Lots

Tax Map 15/ Lots 11, 6, 3,
Lot 1, Tax Map 1 1/ Lot 18,
Lot 28, Tax Map 29/Lot 24,

,

Membership
fewer than

whom
District

The Historic
members

.

five (5)

Commission shall consist of not
more than seven (7) members, one of

District

or

be a member of the Board of Selectmen. An Historic
may have up to five alternate members. Members shall be

shall

appointed by the Board of Selectmen.

Each

Qualifications

.

resident of the

Town

Historic District

of Fitzwilliam.

In

171

Commission member shall be a
determining each member's

SUPPLEMENTAL SECTION - Continued
qualifications, the

Board

of

Selectmen

shall

take into consideration

the appointee's demonstrated interest and ability to understand,
appreciate and promote the purposes of the Historic District

Commission. Terms of regular and alternate members
accordance with RSA 673:5 and RSA 673:6.

shall

be

in

shall be
Except as provided herein,
owner or person to alter, construct, repair, move,
demolish, or change the use of any structure or place located within
the Historic District without applying for and receiving from the
Commission a Certificate of Approval for such activity

Certificate of Approval

it

.

unlawful for any

A

Certificate of Approval

repairs

where the

exterior

shall

not be required for remodeling or

appearance

of the structure

is

not changed.

application reviews are conducted in accordance with Rules of
Procedure adopted by the Historic District Commission and based on
criteria set forth in the Historic District Regulations and Guidelines.
All

Regulations and Design Guidelines The Regulations and Design
.

Guidelines are incorporated by reference
forth

detailed

and

specific

in this

They

ordinance.

adhere

that

criteria

to

the

set

following

principles:
1.)

Every reasonable effort shall be made to employ a
compatible use for a property that requires minimal
alteration

the

to

2.)

The

distinguishing

destroyed.
material

or

qualities

original

building, structure or site

and

The removal
distinctive

or

structure

building,

environment, or to use a property for
purpose.

or

its

its

site

or

character of

environment

alteration

architectural

and

its

originally intended

of

features

shall not

any

a
be

historic

should

be

avoided when possible.
3.)

4.)

5.)

buildings, structures and sites shall be recognized as
Alterations that have no
products of their own time.
historical basis and which seek to create an earlier
appearance shall be discouraged.
Changes which may have taken place in the course of time
are evidence of the history and development of a building,
structure or site and its environment. These changes may
have acquired significance in their own right and its
significance shall be recognized and respected.
All

Distinctive

stylish

features

or

examples

of

skilled

craftsmanship which characterize a building, structure or
site shall
6.)

be treated with

sensitivity.

Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather
In
the event
whenever possible.
necessary, the new material should match
the material being replaced in composition, design, color,
texture and other visual qualities. Repair or replacement of
missing architectural features should be based on accurate
duplications of features, substantiated by historic, physical,
or pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural designs or

than

replaced,

replacement

is
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the availability of different architectural elements from
other buildings or structures.

Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and
resources affected by, or
preserve archaeological
adjacent to, any project.
Contemporary design for alterations and additions to
existing properties shall not be discouraged when such
alterations and additions do not destroy significant
historical architectural or cultural material and such design

7.)

8.)

is compatible with the size, scale, color, material and
character of the property, neighborhood or environment.

Amendment

Historic District

.

Guidelines shall be
RSA 675:6.

amended

The Commission

a.

Commission Regulations and Design
the following manner as required in

in

Commission

The

b.

hold a public hearing within the

shall

Historic District prior to

amendment.

may

amend

regulation

the

upon

completion of the public hearing by an affirmative vote of a
majority of

its

members.

amended shall be legal or have any force
and effect until copies of it are certified by a majority of the
Commission and filed with the Town Clerk.

No

c.

regulation so

Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to
prevent ordinary maintenance or repair of any structure or place
within the Historic District.
Interpretation

Enforcement

.

.

This ordinance shall be enforced

in

accordance with

the provisions of Article X of the Land Use Ordinance and violators
shall be subjected to the penalty provisions contained therein.

Appeals Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Historic District
Commission shall have the right to appeal concerning such decision
to the Board of Adjustment. Upon appeal, the Board of Adjustment
shall review the decision of the Historic District Commission to
.

determine whether the decision conforms to the provisions under this
ordinance and the rules of procedure and regulations adopted herein.
Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect upon adoption.
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